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Mrs. W. also added: 
“We’ve experienced the 
wonderful satisfaction and 
joy, too; that comes from 
having a part in winning 

the lost for Christ.” . 


... and that's what we 
mean by 


DOUBLE 
DIVIDENDS! 


If you are like many other 
Christians, you’re looking 
for security . . . a regular, 
worry - free income, unaf- 
fected by the ups and downs 
of the stock market, “sput- 
niks” or world conditions. 

And in brief, that’s what 
you'll enjoy in the Moody 
Annuity Plan—assurance of 
a generous, guaranteed in- 
come as long as you live (up 
to 814% return, depending 
on your age). Yes, you'll 
have peace of mind plus the 
joy and satisfaction of hav- 
ing a definite share in the 
Lord’s work. 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


READ what Mr. and Mrs. W. say: 


‘Moody Annuities are 
good investments... 


we've been partners with Moody Bible Institute 

in the Lord’s work for more than 20 years— 
\ and not once during all these years has the 
fc Institute ever missed a single payment—or 


been late with a check.” 





A Moody representative pays these long-time annui- 
tants a visit. Annuitants are kept informed of Moody’s 


many ministries both by letter and personal visits of 


field men, 


Send for your 








Contains a chart showing income rates for 








FREE co PY, \ all ages, explains tax benefits, tells you all 
of 4 about the many ministries of MBI in which 
DOUBLE you'll have a share—and how you can get 
CLIP AND MAIL COUPON TODAY 
eee mm | — ee ee ee 2 ee DS See Ce Gee Gee Pee eee ees ee — 
| Write: Annuity Giceienens Dept. S-9-35-4 
MOODY BIBLE INSTITUTE. 
: 820 N. LaSalle Street © Chicago 10, Illinois - 
(C0 Please send me without obligation, Double Dividends, 
| story of the Moody Annuity Plan. 
7 (1 Please send me information relating to Wills. 
Name. Age 
| Address 
| City. Zone State 
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Letters From Readers 


In the rush of many things, it en- 
tirely escaped me that THE SuNDAY 
Scooo. Times was to enjoy its cen- 
tennial and I am sorry. 

I would like to have written you a 
letter of congratulations at the time, 
for your splendid magazine has meant 
so much to so many people down 
through the years. There is not a week 
that I do not spend at least a half an 
hour reading your magazine, and al- 
ways get help and blessing from it. 

Also, I want you and Mrs. Howard to 
know that we pray for your daughter 
and granddaughter every day, thank- 
ing God for their courage and for that 
which we are sure He is doing and will 
do through their brave and sacrificial 
ministry there in Ecuador. 

Praying God’s richest blessing on you 
and yours as you face continued years 
of service for Him, I am... L. Nelson 
Bell, M.D., Montreat, N. C.; executive 
editor, Christianity Today. 
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Copyright, 1959, by The Sunday School Times Co. 
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ve 
Kept 
By Anne Russell 
John 17:15 
EPT though the night be lonely 


and drear; 
Kept through the pow’r of His blood; 
Kept theugh my road is not understood; 
Kept ’midst the Enemy’s flood. 


— 


Kept through His name, in pow’r I 
can stand, 

Upheld by the cross that He bore; 

Kept though the enemy’s darts ‘round 
me fly, 

Protected by faith from His store. 


Kept from the evil that often besets, 
Kept by His nail-pierced hand; 

Under His wings of love I shall trust: 
I shall NOT fall . . . but STAND! 


bd 


Be Careful of Friendship 


One of the most valuable of earthly 
possessions is friendship. It dught to be 
cherished, but sometimes we take it for- 
granted and are careless of how we 
treat it. Yet a few moments’ thought 
on how we should feel if we had no 
friends will help us to see how much 
they mean to us and how much we de- 
pend on them. Next to the Bible, 
Christian fellowship is one of the rich- 
est treasures we have on this earth. 
But the bonds that bind friends to- 
gether are not always as robust as they 
seem, and they can be badly damaged 
or even broken by thoughtless acts, a 
few unkind words, or remarks embit- 
tered by anger. Friendship founded 
in Christ is the best of all, but even 





friends who are still outside of His 









“Hitherto 
@ hath the Lord 
helped us" 






household—provided they do not draw 
us away from Him—are to be respécted 


and treated kindly. We may learn 
much from the emphases of Scripture 
as well as its direct precepts. There is 
light on the subject of friendship in 
Romans 16. .There the Apostle Paul 
spoke favorably of and sent greetings 
to twenty-seven people whom he named; 
then he went on to- send greetings 
from eight more whose names he gave. 
In some cases descriptive words were 
used, in others only the names. This 
shows that Paul valued his friends and 
did not forget them, and thought it 
worth while even to mention their 
names in one of his Letters; and these 
are included by inspiration in the Word 
of God. And the same thoughtfulness 
for those whom he knew and loved is 
found in his other Epistles. Even 
strangers who belong to Christ, on 
meeting one another, become easily ac- 


b 


" quainted and may form lasting friend- 


ships. The title of one of H. Clay 
Trumbull’s great books (out of print) 
is thought-provoking: “Friendship the 
Master Passion.” Any thoughtful per- 
son will readily see how this descrip- 
tion fits many situations in life, for 
favors are done, difficulties overcome, 
and great things accomplished because 
friendship is the underlying motive. 
Therefore, as Dr. H. Clay Trumbull 
showed so well in his editorials last 
year, we ought to do all we can to pre- 
serve friendship by showing genuine 
love and consideration for our friends 
and avoiding as far as possible what- 
ever would hurt them. In unsaved 
friends our attitude, words, and actions 
ought to stir up a hunger to know more 
about the Saviour. We ought to guard 
our Christian friendships with particu- 
lar care, since they are in the same 
heavenly family. “As we have there- 
fore opportunity, let us do good unto 
all men, especially unto them who are 
of the household of faith” (Gal. 6:10). 
Christ himself set the pattern when 
He, said, “Henceforth I call you not 
servants; for the servant knoweth not 
what his lord doeth: but I have called 
you friends; for all things that I have 
heard of my Father I have made known 
unto you” (John 15:15). 
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LL Does the Bible Teach Total Abstinence? 


By William H. Walker, Miami Bible Institute 


Christian leaders over what the 
Bible teaches concerning the use 
of intoxicating beverages. Does the 
Word of God teach total abstinence? Or 


T HERE is disagreement among 


does it make allowances for moderate | 


drinking? 

There are three possible positions to 
take with: regard to this subject: (1) 
total abstinence, (2) moderate drink- 
ing, and (3) indulgence. 

Touching the third point, there is 
no room for debate. Drunkenness is 
repeatedly condemned in the Bible. 
Ephesians 5:18 warns: “Be not drunk 
with wine, wherein is excess.” The 
Greek word “asotia,” rendered “excess,” 
should be translated “riot” as in Titus 
1:6 and 1 Peter 4:4. It conveys the 
thought of an abandoned, dissolute life. 
The adjectival form of “asotia” occurs 
in Luke 15:13, where the prodigal son 
wasted his fortune with “riotous living.” 
Thus the American Standard Version 
is more correct in saying, “Be not 
drunken with wine, wherein is riot.” 
First Corinthians 6:10 plainly teaches 


that drunkards -shall not inherit the 
kingdom of God. Therefore it is as-. 
sumed that all would agree that ex- 
cessive drinking that results in intoxi- 
cation is forbidden and looked upon 
as.a sin. 

Nevertheless, some hold that the 
Bible allows liberty to the Christian 
to drink in moderation, so long as he 
is temperate. Later we shall discuss 
the: principal arguments for this po- 
sition. The writer does not share this 
view, but rather is convinced that the 
will of God for His children as revealed 
in His Word is total abstinence from 
all forms of alcohol, except when it is 
taken for medicinal purposes. This 
conclusion is based on the following 
passages; 

1 Peter 1:13: “Wherefore gird up the 
loins of your mind,-be sober.” The 
Greek word “nepho,” meaning “be 
sober,” and its derivatives are used 
nine times in the New Testament (1 
Thess. 5:6, 8; 1 Tim. 3:2, 11; 2 Timi. 4:5; 
Titus 2:2; 1 Pet. 1:13; 4:7; 5:8). Con- 


cerning this word W. E. Vine states in 
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Comfort for Dark Days 





“Forgetting those things which 
are behind, and reaching forth un- 
to those things which are before, 
I press toward the mark for the 
prize of the high calling of God in 
Christ Jesus” (Phil. 3:13, 14). 




















his “Expository Dictionary of New Tes- 
tament Words”: “nepho” signifies to be 
free from the influence of intoxicants.” 
Strong defines “nepho” in his concord- 
ance, “to abstain from wine.” Thayer 
comments as follows in,his Greek-Eng- 
lish Lexicon of the New Testament on 
the word “nephaleos”: “Sober, temper- 
ate; abstaining from wine, either en- 
tirely, or at least from its immoderate 
use. (In profane authors, especially 
Aeschyl. and Plut., of things free from 
all infusion or addition of wine, as 
vessels, offerings, etc.)” Thus the pre- 
ponderance of evidence attributes to 
“nepho” the meaning of total absti- 
nence. Yet Thayer adds that it may 
indicate merely abstinence “from its 
immoderate use.” 

However, in 1 Peter 1:13 the partici- 
ple “nephontes” is followed immedi- 
ately by “teleios.” This latter word 
is used only once in the New Testament 
and, according to Thayer himself, means 
“perfectly, completely.” The most rea- 
sonable translation would be, “being 
sober completely,” etc. “The Expositors 
Greek Testament” comments on this 
construction as follows: “In cases like 
this it is natural to take the adverb 
with the preceding verb” (v. 5, p. 48). 
This translation fits naturally with the 
verses that follow: “Not fashioning 
yourselves according to the former lusts 
in your ignorance: but as he which 
hath called you is holy, so be ye holy 
in all manner of conversation [behav- 
ior]” (1 Pet. 1:14, 15). 

In the remaining eight passages where 
“nepho”. is found, at least in 1 Thessalo- 
nians 5:6, 8 and 1 Peter 4:7, the context 
definitely suggests this antialcoholic 
translation. There is no reason why 
the same connotation cannot be applied 
in the other passages also. 

1 Thessalonians 5:22: “Abstain from 
all appearance of evil” or “every form 
of evil.” The Greek word translated 
“abstain” means literally “to hold one- 
self off from.” Is alcohol associated 
with evil or good? As one reflects 
upon the countless wrecked lives, broken 
homes, crimes, and unmentionable sins 
that have resulted from intoxicating 
drinks, how could it be associated with 
anything but evil? As the Bible aptly 
states, “Wine is a mocker” (Prov. 20:1). 

According to the F.B.I. annual report, 
“major crimes in the United States 
reached a new high in 1956.” There 
were 2,563,150 such crimes ‘committed 
during that year, an increase of 13.3 per 
cent over 1955. In Dallas the same in- 
crease has been noted, especially- among 
the young people. Moreover, an edi- 
torial 
stated: 


in the Dallas Morning News 
“From 60 to 75 per cent of the 
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cases that come before the Dallas 


County’ District Attorney’s office stem ~ 


directly out of the beer'taverns. Pretty 
close to the same percentage would ap- 
ply to cases handled by the police force 
in Dallas.” 

In the face of these sobering facts, 
are we not justified in declaring in- 
toxicating drinks to be ‘evil? And if 
evil, the Christian position is one of 
abstinence. “Abstain from every form 
of evil.” 

1 Corinthians 10:31: “Whether there- 
fore ye eat, or drink, or whatsoever ye 
do, do all to the glory of God.” If we 
know that taking three or four drinks 
will lead to drunkenness which is de- 
nounced as a heinous sin, can we pro- 
ceed to take one drink to the glory of 
God? Will the smell of liquor on a 
Christian’s breath from a single drink 
bring glory to the God he professes ‘to 
serve? If one cannot drink “to the 
glory of God” he should abstain from 
drinking. 

Galatians 5:17-23: Here we have the 


conflict in the Christian life between . 


a 
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the “flesh” and the “Spirit.” Among 
the works of the flesh is drunkenness, 
whereas the last fruit of the Spirit is 
self-control. In the light of this pas- 
sage, is the Christian led of the Spirit 
or the flesh when he takes the first 
drink? Remember that these are con- 
trary to each other! We know it is the 
flesh that leads the victim to take the 
drink that results in drunkenness. But 
what of the first one? Is it possible 
that the’ Spirit would lead a Christian 
to take the first drink, while the flesh 
is crying out, “No, you’d better not do 
that”? God forbid! 
is one in which the Spirit will so control 


and empower the yielded believer, that © 


he will not take a single step toward 
drunkenness. When the Holy Spirit is 
in control and producing the ninefold 
virtues listed in this passage, there will 
be total separation from the “mocker.” 
It is unthinkable that the Holy Spirit 
would lead a child of God to drink 
moderately. 

Romans 13:13, 14: “Let us walk hon- 

(Continued on page 268) 








NOTES ON OPEN LETTERS 


Is There a Second Chance? 


This morning in the Men’s Bible 
Class of the First Methodist Church 
of this town, the teacher said, “As I 
get older I think more and more that 
after death one may be given a sec- 
ond chance.” He was teaching a les- 
son on “the Resurrection.” Will you 
kindly tell me if there is anything in 
the Bible to warrant such a con- 
clusion? 

The statement brought forth a good 
many “I too’s.” 

This man has quite a following. I 
think it is a very dangerous thing to 
believe.—A Tennessee reader. 

There is nothing in the Bible to war- 
rant such a conclusion. In the record 
of Lazarus and the rich man (Luke 16: 
19-31) we learn that, though the rich 
man would have liked to get out of 
his torments and have the peace and 
comfort that the beggar was enjoying, 
he could not do it. Abraham said to 
him, “Son, remember that thou in thy 
lifetime receivedst thy good things, and 
likewise Lazarus evil things: but now 
he is comforted, and thou art tormented. 
And beside all this, between us and you 
there is a great gulf fixed: so that they 
which would pass from hence to you 
cannot; neither can they pass to us, that 
would come from thence.” 








A Correction 


The Editor regrets that the beautiful 
mountain picture on the cover of the 
issue of March 7 was erroneously credit- 
ed tb Dr. Frank E. Gaebelein. It was 
taken by M. Beckett Howorth, M.D., 
another member of the American Alpine 
Club. : 


The passages on the saved and the 
lost speak with finality and all imply 
that the question of one’s eternal sal- 
vation must be séttled in this life. For 
example, “He. that believeth on the 
Son hath everlasting life: and he that 
believeth not the Son shall not see life; 
but the wrath of God abideth on him” 
(John 3:36); “He that believeth on him 
is not condemned: but he that believeth 
not is condemned already, because he 
hath not believed in the name of the 
only begotten Son of God” (John 3:18); 
“For the wages of sin is death; but the 
gift of God is eternal life through Jesus 
Christ our Lord” (Rom. 6:23); “And as 
it is appointed unto men once to die, 
but after this the judgment: so Christ 
was once offered to bear the sins of 
many; and unto them that look for him 
shall he appear the second time with- 
out sin unto salvation” (Heb. 9:27, 28). 

There is a second chance in this life. 
When the Lord told Jonah to go to 
preach in Nineveh, he disobeyed and 
went in the opposite direction. He was 
severely chastened, being thrown into 
the sea and swallowed by the great fish. 
But the Lord delivered him and gave 
him a second chance to go to Nineveh, 
and then he obeyed. The Lord Jesus 
said to Peter, “Simon, Simon, behold, 
Satan hath desired to have you, that he 
may sift you as wheat: but I have 
prayed for thee, that thy faith fail 
not: and when thou art converted, 
strengthen thy brethren” (Luke 22:31, 
32). After this Peter denied the Lord 
three times, but he was quickly re- 
stored and he served the Lord for many 
years after his great sin. When he was 
filled with the Spirit he preached so 
powerfully at Pentecost that three 
thousand were saved; and years later 

.he wrote his two wonderful Letters 
which we still have in our Bibles today. 
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The Spirit-led life 
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Ambassadors for Christ 


The high privileges and glorious 


prospects of all believers 


a chapter laden with wondrous 

truths concerning what the Lord 
Jesus Christ has done for us, we find 
this brief, but rich, phrase telling us 
what we should be and do for Him: 
“ambassadors for Christ.” 

As is so often the case, we need to 
dig below the surface if we are to get 
the precious treasures God’s Holy Word 
will always yield to prayerful search- 
ing. And here our labors will be gen- 
erously (and challengingly!) rewarded. 

Did the Apostle Payl just happen to 
call us “ambassadors for Christ,” or was 
there a purpose in the use of this desig- 
nation? Knowing that the Holy Spirit 
never spoke ambiguously or superflu- 
ously in writing the Word of God, we 
may be sure the Lord is here speaking 
a most vital message to the followers 
of His blessed Son, for “all scripture is 
given by inspiration of God” (2 Tim. 
3:16). 

May our spiritual ears be opened to 
hear, our eyes to see, and our hearts to 


respond! 


“Our CITIZENSHIP Is IN HEAVEN” 

This is the divine message of Philip- 
pians 3:20 (where “conversation” is bet- 
ter rendered “citizenship”). It con- 
firms the fact that we, the born-again 
followers of the Lord Jesus Christ, are 
indeed His ambassadors here because 


“ 
A’ -THE close of 2 Corinthians 5, 


we are citizens of another country, even . 


Heaven. In 1 Peter 2:11 the same truth 
is stressed in these words: “Dearly 
beloved, I beseech you as strangers 
and pilgrims, abstain from fleshly lusts, 
which war against the soul.” Literally, 
Wwe are “foreigners” and “temporary 
Tesidents” here. 

Up to this point, we have touched 
upon that which is doubtless assented 
to by all of the Lord’s people. But have 
we not, perchance, overlooked some of 
the striking implications of this pro- 
found truth? For example, the self- 
evident, but apparently little-discerned 
fact that we are now actually living in 


ENEMY-OCCUPIED TERRITORY 
Is not this, at least partially, the 
Significance of our Lord’s words in 
Matthew 11:12? -“The kingdom of 
heaven suffereth violence, and the vio- 
lent taketh it by force.” John the Bap- 


tist urged all to repent for the Kingdom: 


of Heaven was at hand, because the 
King of Heaven was present. The Lord 
Jesus Christ was ready to establish 
Heaven’s golden rule on this sin-cursed, 
blood-drenched earth if mankind would 
have Him. But, alas! “He came unto 
his own, and his own.received him not” 
(John 1:11). Violently (dh, so vio- 
lently!), at Calvary, Satan wrested the 
Kingdom temporarily from the King of 
Heaven. (The word “temporarily” can- 
not be overstressed, for “the kingdoms 


Americans living in foreign coun- 
tries know what it is to be for- 
eigners in a strange land. In time 
they may learn the language and 
get accustomed to the ways of the 
people and identify themselves with 
them to a large extent; but it is al- 
ways good to see the Stars and 
Stripes floating in the breeze over 
the American Embassy and to Know 
that on that little spot of U. S. ter- 
ritory there is a representative of 
the homeland. Sometimes they get 
the opportunity to visit’ the ambas- 
sador or to attend a reception in 
the Embassy, and then how good it 
is to hear English spoken in famil- 
iar American accents! And there 
are few missionaries who become so 
identified with another people and 
country that they do not get a thrill 
when they see again the Statue of 
Liberty and Old Glory floating over 
the buildings in New York City. 

Every Christian has the great 
priviJege of being a representative 
of the King of kings, the Sovereign 
of Heaven and earth, who will one 
day return to rule this earth in 
righteousness and perfect justice. 
Mr. Alderman reminds us that we 
are still on hostile territory and 
writes of three challenges: of the 
cross, the crowd, and the crown. 








of this world are become the kingdoms 
of our Lord, and of his Christ; and he 
shall reign for ever and ever” at His 
triumphant return!—Rev. 11:15). 

Does this temporary victory of Satan 
imply weakness on the part of our 
Lord? God forbid! Not He, but sinful 
man caused it. In effect, mankind said 
in the cruel language of a rugged cross, 
“We will not have this man to reign 
over us” (Luke 19:14), and violently 
did they seize the Kingdom from its 
rightful Ruler, giving it to Satan, who, 
consequently, is called “the god of this 
age” (2 Cor. 4:4, marg.); “the prince of 
this world” (John 12:31; 16:11). That 
is why, in 1 John 5:19, we are told that 
“the whole world lieth in the wicked 
one” (marg.). That is why we have 
“wars and rumours of wars” (Matt. 24: 
6), “evil men” waxing “worse and 
worse” (2 Tim. 3:13), and “men’s hearts 
failing them for fear” (Luke ° 21:26). 

The wonder is not that the age in 
which w@ live is called “this present 
evil age” (Gal. 1:4, marg.); the wonder 


is that God permitted the human race 


to live at all after Calvary! 
THE CHALLENGE OF THE CROSS 


Against this dark background, the 


call comes with new meaning, as we. 


realize we are ambassadors for Christ 
in a. world that hated Him and killed 
Him and now lies in the greedy grasp 
of the wicked one. 


shame, 


By PAUL R. ALDERMAN, Jr. 


Little wonder that in this same 5th 
chapter of 2 Corinthians, Paul says, 
“For the love of Christ constraineth us; 
because we thus judge, that if one died 
for all, then were all dead: and that he 
died ‘for all, that they which live should 
not henceforth live unto themselves, 
but unto him which died for them,’ and 
rose again.” 

Can this divine logic be answered in 
any way other than with a completely 
surrendered life? Is the Lord God ask- 
ing too much of us to ask that we live 
for the One who died in our stead? 

Can we look back at the old rugged 
cross, and do less than consecrate our 
all to Him who hung there for us? 

Ory in the language of our present 
text, can we, as ambassadors for Christ, 
conscientiously do other than represent 
Him ‘honorably -in the wicked world 
that slew Him? 

Even now the Lord Jesus is perfectly 
representing us at the right hand of 
God, our great High Priest, ever living 
“to make intercession for us.” Right 
now, He is fully taking care of our in- 
terests for time and eternity, as our 
representative at the throne of grace. 


In the meantime, He asks that, as His’ 


ambassadors here, we represent Him in 
such a way as to bring honor, not 
on His matchless name. Are 
we misrepresenting our King? Do 


‘others have a blurred, false picture of 
the Christ of God because my life so 


distorts Him? May the Lord help us 
to search our ‘hearts and .souls with 
these questions, on our faces before 
Him! 3 

It may sound trite, but it is so ter- 
ribly true: if lost people are going to 
see the Lord Jesus Christ so as to long 
to have Him as their Saviour, they will 
have to see Him as such in your life 
and mine! Because we are now “in 
Christ’s stead”; we are His only am- 
bassadors; we are His exclusive repre- 
sentatives. This we are by divine fiat 


. —are we so by practice? 


THE CHALLENGE OF THE 'CROWD 
If the cross challenges us to conse- 
cration (and it does!), then surely the 
crowd must challenge us to compassion. 
By the. crowd we mean the teeming 
millions who know not our Christ—the 
multitudes who make this wicked 
world truly a dying world. Not only 


physical, but (infinitely worse!) spir- 
itual death; eternal death, “the second 
death,” “the lake of fire.” The Lord 


God told Adam and Eve the wages of 
sin would be death, and “God is not a 
man, that he should lie” (Num. 23:19). 
Man begins to die physically from the 
day of birth. Man is spiritually “dead 
in trespasses and sins” apart from vital, 
personal faith in the Good Shepherd, 
who came “that they might have life, 
and . . have it more abundantly.” 
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In John 6, when many of our Lord’s 
disciples left Him, He turned to His 
little inner circle and (surely in plain- 
tive tones) said, “Will ye also go 
away?” Simon Peter at once rang out 
the answer: “Lord, to whom shall we 
go? Thou hast the words of eternal 
life” (vv. 67, 68). Only He who is “the 
way, the truth, and the life” has the 
words of eternal life. Only He can de- 
liver the sin-sick soul from the cer- 
tainty of eternal death unto the glory 
of eternal life. 

But (solemn thought!) He has de- 
livered unto us the custody of “the 
words of eternal life”: “All things are 
of God, who hath reconciled us to him- 
self by Jesus Christ, and hath given to 
us the ministry. of reconciliation” (2 
Cor. 5:18). -What a responsibility! You 
and I, the redeemed of the Lord, who 
have passed from death unto life in 
Christ, have within our hands the par- 
don for lost, dying souls, the pardon 
written in His Calvary-shed blood. 

We are His ambassadors, entrusted 


with His message of life for a dying - 


world; nor can all the rationalizing 
imaginable relieve us of the responsi- 
bility, the personal responsibility, of 
this God-given task. 

When Christ saw the crowd, “He was 
moved with compassion”—are we? 


THE CHALLENGE OF THE CROWN 

If the cross demands our full conse- 
cration; if the crowd evokes our deep 
compassion; then surely the crown must 
inspire our stern control of self. 

The great apostle to the Gentiles 
knew whom he had believed .and was 
persuaded that He was able to. keep 
that which he had committed urfto Him 
against that day. He had no fear con- 
cerning his eternal security in the Lord 
Jesus. He knew that he had passed 
from death unto life eternal, by grace, 
through faith in Christ alone, plus 
nothing else he could do. 

However, he had deep exercise of 
soul lest he should be found wanting 
at the judgment seat of Christ, when 
the matter of rewards is dealt with by 
our omniscient Lord: “But I keep under 
my body, and bring it into subjection 
[lit., ‘I’ buffet my body, and lead it 
captive’]: lest that by any means, when 
I have preached to others, I myself 
should be a castaway [disapproved]”. (1 
Cor. 9:27). 

No doubt he was still thinking of his 
theme in the third chapter of this same 
letter: “Every man’s work shall be 
made manifest: for the day shall de- 
clare it, because it shall be: revealed 
by fire; ... of what sort it is. If any 
man’s work abide which he hath built 
thereupon, he shall receive a reward. 
If any man’s work shall be burned, hé 
shall suffer loss: but he himself shall: be 
saved; yet so as by fire” (1 Cor 3: 
13-15). 

“The day shall declare it’—the day 
when the Lord Jesus shall “in a mo- 
ment, in the twinkling of an eye,” receive 
His own unto Himself in Heaven and 
ask for an accounting of our earthly 
stewardship. . Then will’ every man’s 
work be made manifest; then will there 
be granted a crown of reward, accom- 
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panied by the surpassingly sweet “Well 
done, good and faithful servant” (Matt. 
25:21, A.S.V.); or there will be only 
smoke to attest to the fruitless works 
of “wood, hay, stubble” which are con- 
sumed by the piercing gaze of Him 
who has “eyes ... as a flame of fire.” 

Should we want a reward? Does not 
this bespeak selfishness? On the con- 
trary, for Revelation 4:10 tells us that 
these crowns will be cast. at His blessed 
feet. What a joy to lay there a crown 
of many stars, as.a love token to Him 
whom we love so much because He 
loves us so much! But what a shame 


“to stand there empty-handed, and un- 


crowned, a mute, but. undeniable ex- 
pression of a small love, a cool love, 
for the altogether lovely One! 

In the language of Paul, are we, by 
the indwelling power of the Holy Spirit, 
“leading our bodies captive,” so that 
they are a fit temple, for Him? Or do 
our bodies lead us captive, thus quench- 
ing the blessed Spirit of God, and mak- 
ing our lives fruitless in the great and 
needy harvest field? 

Oh, that we might live now, as we 
shall then desperately wish we had! 


THE RECALL OF His AMBASSADORS 


One day, perhaps soon, the centuries- 
long cold war. between God and Satan 
will wax exceedingly hot (2 Pet. 3), 
“for the Lord hath a controversy with 
the nations” (Jer. 25:31). When that 
war comes to pass, all past warfare of 
every kind will seem as child’s play in 
comparison. Then will even the chief 
and ‘strongest men on earth cry out to 
the mountains and rocks, “Fall on us, 
and hide us from the face of him that 
sitteth on the throne, and from the 
wrath of the Lamb: for the great day 
of his wrath is come; and who shall be 
able to stand?” (Rev. 6:16, 17.) Who, 
indeed? Certainly not the rejecters of 
the: Lamb, the unrédeemed, for “the 
ungodly shall not stand in the judg- 
ment” (Psa. 1:5). 

But, (praise His name!) “there is 
therefore now no condemnation to them 
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which are in Christ Jesus” (Rom 8;1), 
These—all of the redeemed—shall stand 
untouched by the wrath of the Lamb, 
because they have, by personal faith, 
received the grace of the Lamb! 

These shall not suffer the unspeakable 
consequences of the terrible holocaust 
because we have been delivered 
His blood “from the wrath to come” (1 
Thess. 1:10). 

We read further in 1 Thessalonians 5:9 
that “God hath not appointed us to 
wrath, but to obtain salvation by our 
Lord Jesus Christ,” who has specifically 
promised to deliver us from this coming 
“hour of trial” which the wrath’ of the 
Lamb will bring to the world when 
this indescribable war erupts (Rev. 
3:10, A.S.V.). 

Finally, in 1 Thessalonians 4: 13-18, we 
have the matchless description of the 
recall of the ambassadors of Christ, 
when He shall personally summon and 
escort them to the safety and bliss of 
their Heavenly Home, before He begins 
to wield the rod of iron against this re- 
bellious planet. 

Our recall may be much closer than 
we even dare hope, for many things 
seem to say that the Lord God may 
even now be reaching for His mighty 
sword. The days of the pilgrimage of 
the bride of Christ are numbered, and 
the remaining number may be very 
small indeed. The midnight cry rings 
out ever more insistently, “Behold, the ' 
bridegroom cometh”! (Matt. 25:6.) 

In the meantime, we are “ambassa- 
dors for Christ.” 

We are ambassadors for Christ, whose 
death on the cross challenges us to 
complete consecration. 

We are ambassadors for Christ, whose 
love for lost, dying souls challenges us 
to selfless compassion. 

We. are ambassadors for Christ, who 
says, “Behold, I come quickly; and 
my reward is with me, to give to every 
man according as his work shall be” 
(Rev. 22:12). 

“Amen. Even so, come, Lord Jesus.” 

Sumter, S. C. . 


Bible answers to seven “Jehovah’s Witnesses” errors 


HE organization self-named “Je- 
i Witnesses” has issued a pub- 
lication entitled “Let God Be True.” 
Unhappily, the contents of this publi- 
cation constituted a total contradiction 
of that Scripture expresgion, an ex- 
pression found in Romans 3:4. Indeed 
the whole range of Jehovah’s Witnesses 
literature abounds with these contradic- 
tions of Scripture. To the Bible passage 
which they use for the above-men- 
tioned title,:we shall apply another 
Bible expression, “No lie is of the 
truth” (1 John 2:21).. 

Now “no lie is of the truth,” and a 


By the Rev. J. M. MURRAY, 
Teacher at Prairie Bible Institute 


little spiritual reasoning will lead one 
to see that the Jehovah’s Witnesses 
Have used for a title an expression 
that rebounds to condemn them as pub- 
lishers of falsehood. The God who is 
the spirit and incarnation of truth can- 
not tolerate the faintest suspicion of 
lie, so it is strange inconsistency that 
entitles a subject “Let God Be True” 
and then, in treating that subject, con- 
tradicts the very Word of the God of 
truth. , 


Some PERSONAL MEMORIES 
The writer of this article, in boyhood 
days, heard a number of C. T. Russell’s 
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addresses. Mr. Russell was, essentially, 
the originator. of the Jehovah’s Wit- 
nesses movement. Formerly it went 
by such titles as “International Bible 
Students Association,” and “Millennial 
Dawn.” The publishing house has been 
known as “The Watch Tower Bible and 
Tract Publishing Society.” About 1931 
the movement adopted the title Jeho- 
yah’s Witnesses. Though some of its 
adherents may say "that they do not 
agree with the founder in certain of 
his teachings, the fact is that there is 
a general agreement with Mr. Russell, 
deceased in 1916, in his basic denials 
of Bible truth. 

To\this the writer adds that he can- 
not recall one occasion on which Russell 
was heard to preach on the availability 
of pardon for sin, right now through 
faith in the shed blood of Jesus Christ. 
Mr. Russell’s meetings and addresses 
were as different from, those of Gypsy 
Smith, D. L. Moody, Torrey and "Alex- 
ander, and such evangelists as dark is 
from daylight. There was no winsome 
but authoritative command to get right 
with God there and then. 

It necessarily follows that there -was 
no Bible teaching on how to live daily 
in victory over sin. Mr. Russell spent 
most of his speaking time presenting 
prophetic theories in complete variance 
with the statements of Scripture. The 
same tangle of confusing theories, pro- 
phetic and otherwise, characterizes the 
Jehovah’s Witnesses movement today. 

With the foregoing in mind we may 
move to consider their first basic denial 
of Bible truth. 


1, THe Facts or Sin anv Its EFFECTS; 
SALVATION AND JUDGMENT 


The Bible develops one main theme 
throughout; namely, salvation from sin 
or judgment for sin not repented of 
and forsaken. After two chapters on 
the creation and primitive purity of 
the conditions in the Garden of Eden, 
the Word of God proceeds to describe: 
the temptation of man; the fall of man; 
the spiritual death of man and his ex- 
pulsion from the Eden of God’s holy 
presence to a cursed and thorny earth; 
and the giving to newly fallen humanity 
its first prophetic promise. 

This promise is stated in Genesis 3: 
15, “And I will put enmity .between 
thee and the woman, and between thy 
Seed 
head, ‘and thou shalt bruise his heel.” 
The Lord said nothing of any restora- 
tion of Edenlike conditions “where 
every man shall dwell under his own 
vine and fig tree.” Mr. Russell used to 
dwell much upon that pleasant-sound- 
ling topic. The atheistical Karl Marx 
and Mr. Russell could have slept to- 
gether om that theory. This blesséd 
Promise of Genesis 3:15 is God’s merci- 
ful announcement of the coming Re- 
deemer from sin, and also of a mighty 
warfare connected with this plan of 
Tedemption. 

The loveliness of Eden disappears in 
the face of the awful looming realities 
of the spiritual desert caused by sin 


‘88 deScribed in Genesis 3:15-19. . This 


is the Scripture telescope through 
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d her seed; it shall bruise thy- 
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which we must look to see God’s plan 
and purposes of restoration as they 
really are. It is significant that the 
Lord devoted the entire Book of Leviti- 
cus to instructing sinful man how he 
might draw near to the One whom the 
holy angels address as “Holy, holy; 
holy.” 

This refusal by the Jehovah’s Wit- 
nesses to agree entirely with God’s at- 
titude toward sin fits perfectly with 
the complete absence of conviction of 
sin and of concern about the new birth 
and a holy life which seems to be 
characteristic of the average follower 
of this movement. Their creed deter- 
mines their conduct. 

The brushing aside of the Bible’s 
plain emphasis on sin, salvation there- 
from, and impending judgment leads 
to an attack on the Person who is the 
Author of the Bible. Investigation at 
this point will show up two: serious 
errors. 


2. THE FULL INSPIRATION AND 
AUTHORITY OF THE SCRIPTURES 
Either of these two errors could be 
dealt with*first. In other words, loosen 
one pillar of truth and another falls, 
and several other pillars become shaky 
—that is, in people’s minds. God’s truth 
abideth forever! 
The Lord Jesus declared in John 16: 
8 that when the Holy Spirit was come 
He would first of all “reprove the world 


.of sin,” not begin to set up a restored 


Garden of Eden. The true Christian is 
the one who has met God and continues 
to meet Him in His requirements re- 
garding sin. 

The Jehovah’s Witnesses teach a the- 
ory which holds that a man may die in 
his sins and then expect to be resur- 
rected to a second chance, or another 
opportunity to receive Christ’s forgive- 
ness of his sins. According to this 
theory, if he still rejects this offer of 
pardon he will be annihilated or caused 
to cease to exist. Now the Word of 
God ‘declares that “it is appointed unto 
men once to die, but after this the 
judgment” (Heb. 9:27). In the face of 
this Scripture can it be said that their 
theory is letting God be true? 

Second Peter 3:16 describes this mis- 
use of the Word of God as wresting the 
Scriptures “unto their own destruction.” 
Nowhere does the Bible teach any hope 
of either salvation after death or of ex- 
tinction of being. Indeed the. Bible 
teaches that Jesus Christ has already, 
by: His resurrection from the dead, po- 
tentially emptied the grave. First Co- 
rinthians 15;22 declares that as through 
Adam all died physically, so through 
Christ’s resurrection all shall be made 
alive physically. Paul’s theme of dis- 
cussion throughout ‘this entire chapter 
is that of the bodily. resurrection of all 
human beings. True believers in the 
Lord Jesus Christ whose bodies are still 
in the tomb will come from thence to 
the resurrection of eternal life. But 
the bodies of the ungodly will come 
from the tomb to the resurrection of 
judgment. Jesus Christ plainly de- 
clared in John 5:29 that such Will hap- 
pen. Im short, physical death is a tem- 
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porary break in the existence of all 
human beings. 

How does such wresting of Scripture 
in the literature of Jehovah’s Witnesses 
agree with their book title, “Let God 
Be True”? To twist the statements of 
Scripture is really nothing less than 
denying the full, divine inspiration and 
authority of the entire Bible. “No lie 
is of the truth.” We have heard of a 
chikd who overheard a kind of argu- 
mentative discussion concerning the 
solemn account the Lord Jesus narrated 
in the sixteenth chapter of Luke. The 
reader may recall that this was the pic- 
ture of the world beyond this life which 
He revealed by drawing back the cur- 
tain and showing us a glimpse of eter- 
nity. One person in the argument 
declared that the Lord Jesus meant 
otherwise than what He said. So the 
youngster asked naively, “If Jesus did 


(Continued on page 271) . 
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Many Benefits From . 
the Christian Fellowship Tour 





IHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP vacation 

trips, under the auspices of THE 
Sunpay ScHoot Times, in co-operation 
with the Northern Pacific Railway, al- 
ways result in many expressions from 
members of the tour party regarding 
the spiritual uplift which comes to_ 
them on the journey. Such expres- 
sions have encouraged the sponsors to 
continue these tours: So, again, the 
1959 tour will start. from Chicago. on 
July 1, and return thereto July 24 
(not as erroneously stated in earlier 
notices as July 16 and July 26). 
Overnight stops will be made at Banff 
and Lake Louise in the scenic Canadian 
Rockies on the way out, with two over- 
night stops at Mt. Rainier; and Mt. 
Hood, Seattle, and Portland will also 
be visited. From July 6 to 16, the tour 
party will be aboard the Canadian 
Pacific’s S.S. Princess Louise, traveling 
through the Inland Waterways to Skag- 
way, Alaska: 

The peaceful, magnificent scenes in 
Alaska, and the pleasure of Christian 
companionship combine to warm the 
spirits and thrill the hearts of the 
travelers. There is enjoyment in Chris- 
tian Fellowship cruises found nowhere 
else, and that is why there are so many 
who enroll on these tours through 
friends who have gone before. 

In addition, two days and two nights 
will be spent in beautiful Victoria, B. C., 
and many sight-seeing trips are in- 
cluded. 


If you are interested, you will enjoy 


reading the Alaska folder published for 
(Continued on. page 267) 
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International Uniform Lesson | 





LESSON 3. APRIL 19. SAUL'S TRAGIC FAILURE (Temperance) 
1 Samuel 14; 15; 31; printed text, 15:17-26 
Golden Text.—Behold, to obey is-better than sacrifice, and to hearken than the fat of rams.—1 Sam. 15:22 


THE KING JAMES VERSION 
¢ 1 Sam. 15:17 And Samuel said, When thou wast little in 
thine own sight, wast thou not made the head of the tribes of 
Israel, and the Lorp anointed thee king over Israel? | 

18 And the Lorp sent thee on a journey, and said, Go and 
utterly destroy the sinners the Amalekites, and fight against 
them until they be consumed. 

19 Wherefore then didst thou not obey the voice of the Lorp, 
but didst fly, upon the spoil, and didst evil in the sight-of the 
Lorp? “ 

20 And Saul said unto Samuel, Yea, I have obeyed the 
voice of the Lorp, and have gone the way which the Lorp 
sent me, and have brought Agag the king of Amalek, and 
have utterly destroyed the Amalekites. 

21 But the people took of the spoil, sheep and oxen; the 
chief of the things which should have been utterly destroyed, 


burnt-offerings and sacrifices, as in: ob@ying the voice of the 
Lorp? Behold, to obey is better than sacrifice, and to 
hearken than the fat of rams. 

23 For rebellion is as the sin of witchcraft, and stubborn- 
ness is as iniquity and idolatry.. Because thou hast rejected 
the word of the Lorp, he hath also rejected thee from being 
king. 


24 And Saul said unto Samuel, I have sinned: for I have 


transgressed the commandment of the Lorn, and thy words: 
because I feared the people, and obeyed their voice. 

25 Now therefore, I pray thee, pardon my sin, and turn 
again with me, that I may worship the Lorp. 

26 And Samuel said unto Saul, I will not return with thee:: 
for thou hast rejected the word of the Lorp, and the Lor 
hath rejected thee from being king over Israel. 


Lessons based on International Sunday School Lessons; the International 
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to sacrifice unto the Lorp thy God in Gilgal. 
22 And Samuel said, Hath the Lorp as great delight in 


The Lesson as a Whole 
By C. J. Woodbridge, Ph.D. 


Approach to the Lesson 


N OUR last lesson we studied Israel’s 
PP reicction of God and her choice of 
an earthly king. In this lesson we 
see God’s rejection of Israel’s first king. 
At the outset of his career King Saul 
seemed to possess the very character- 
istics which would make him success- 
ful. But as time went by his true na- 
ture came to light. God could tolerate 
his wickedness no longer. He was 
finally overthrown by his enemies and 
slain—a tragic fate indeed for one 
whose early years had seemed so prom- 
ising. 

Recall the anointing of Saul, his pub- 
lic selection and installation as king 
(described in the last lesson). What 
noble virtues he exhibited in those 
days—humility, modesty, self-control, 
courage, and magnanimity! But now, 
years later, all is changed. He is still a 
courageous warrior. His defeated en- 
emies testify to that. But a drastic 
change seems to have occurred in his 
conduct. Could this be the same man? 

The questions arise: What happened 
to Saul? What changed the splendid 
young hero into a rejected king? What 
dangerous attribute was lurking in the 
shadows of his character, ready to re- 
veal itself when opportunity would per- 
mit? 1! 

One word answers these questions: 
self. Saul’s successes went to his head. 
He put his trust in his own prowess, his 
own judgment, his own resources, his 
own troops, his own strength instead 
of in the living God. He desired his 
own will instead of the will of God. 
He wanted to please men more than 
God. He relied on his own word 
rather than on the word of the Lord. 

The “choice” young man of former 


ve we 4 


years had become a self-centered, re- 
bellious king. An ignominious death 
awaited him. 


Verse by Verse 

1 Sam. 15:17—“‘Samuel said, When 
thou wast little in thine own sight, 
wast thou not madg the head of the 
tribes .. . the Lord anointed thee king 
over Israel?” See 1 Samuel 9:21. God 
had honored Saul’s original humility 
and elevated him to the kingship. Why 
then had the ruler reversed his set of 
values, exalted his own desires in ‘an 
act of disobedience, and thus rejected 
the very God who chose him? 

Verse:18.—“The Lord . . . said, Go and 
utterly destroy the sinners the Amalek- 
ites, and fight against them until they 
be consumed.” The divine command 
which Saul disobeyed is here stated. 
‘The Amalekites, descendants of Esau 
(cf. Gen. 36:12), were Israel’s deadly 
and dangerous foe; they had sought to 
block their entrance into the Holy Land 
(cf. Exod. 17:8-13). At that time God 
had promised their destruction (cf. 
Exod. 17:14). Saul was to be the chosen 
instrument in the fulfillment of the 
promise. His destructive work was to 
be thorough and complete: they were 
“sinners” and deserved death. 

Verse 19.—“Wherefore then didst thou 
not obey the voice of the Lord .. . didst 
fly upon the spoil . . . didst evil in the 
sight of the Lord?” God’s decree was 
clear and specific. Saul had not only 
disobeyed it but defied it. To “fly 
upon” suggests wanton greediness. The 
king’s act was not mere thoughtlessness 
or carelessness, but open rebellion. 


Verse 20.—“Saul said ... Yea, I have 








Dr. Woodbridge has ene printed, 
loose-leaf outline studies o the New Tes- 
tament Books. These are for personal Bible 
study and teaching. If interested, write for 


a descriptive folder to Dr. C, J.. Woodbridge, 
P.O. Box 55, Altadena, Calif. 
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obeyed the voice of the Lord . . . have 
gone the way ... have brought Agag 
the king of Amalek, and have utterly 
destroyed the Amalekites.” Saul singles 
out the areas in which he has been 
obedient and directs Samuel’s attention 
to them. He had indeed obeyed the 
command “Go” (v. 18) and had wiped 
out most of the enemy. Under .pressure 
he will admit (but explain) the “minor” 
exceptions of which he seems guilty. 
After all, over against his “major” acts 
of obedience will they not appear triv- 
ial? : 

Verse 21—‘“But the people took of 
the spoil’. . . the chief of the things 
which should have been utterly de- 
stroyed, to sacrifice unto the Lord thy 
God in Gilgal.” The issue is clearly 
drawn. Saul remembers that the de- 
struction was to have been “utter” and 
final. But he tries to exonerate him- 
self as: follows: (1) the people were 
really to blame, not he; (2) only the 
“chief” of the animals were preserved; 
(3) their preservation had a worthy 
motive:: sacrifice to God; - (4) Gilgal, 


_ one of Israel’s holy places, was a far 


better site for sacrifice than @ny or- 
dinary battlefield. Note the words 
“thy God.” Saul had gone so far astray 


that he dared not speak of “my God.”. 


Verse 22—‘“Samuel said, Hath the 
Lord as. great delight in burnt-offerings 
... as in obeying ... . Behold, to obey 
is better than sacrifice, and to hearken 
than the fat of rams.” The statement 
of this far-reaching principle revealed 
the absurdity and lameness of Saul’s 
excuses. External religious rites are 4 
sham and a mockery if the heart is 4 
rebel against God. As though the Al- 
mighty needed the sacrifices of a dis- 
obedient king! The very idea is pre- 
posterous and insulting. ; 


Verse 23.—“Rebellion is as thé sin of 
. stubbornness is as it 
se 


witchcraft. . 
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iquity and idolatry. Because thou hast 
rejected the word of the Lord, he hath 
‘also rejected thee from: being king.” 
“Witchcraft” is “divination” (literally); 
“iniquity” is “nothingness” (in Isa. 66: 
8 the word is used for “idol”). “Idol- 
atry” is teraphim (household images). 
‘Saul’s ‘basic guilt was twofold: (1) he 
spurned God’s Word; (2) he substituted 
his own will and desires for God’s, 
_which was tantamount to idolatry. His 
fate was. irrevocable; the God he had 
rejected now rejected him. 


Verse 24—*“Saul said I have 
sinned: for I have transgressed the 
commandment of the Lord . . . because 
I feared the people, and-obeyed their 
, voice.” Saul’s confession is later seen 
to be more a matter of expediency 
than contrition (cf. v. 30). Here he 
gives the secondary reason for his fla- 
grant disobedience. He was governed 
by the people’s capricious whims and 
outspoken desires rather than by the 
will and Word of God. + 

Verse 25.—“I pray thee, pardon my 

¢ sin, and turn again with me, that I 
may worship the Lord.” A curious, but 
revealing request! Saul sought Sam- 
uel’s (not God’s) forgiveness. He did 
not want the aged seer to desert him 
in his hour of crisis. He still “feared” 
the people: would not his influence 
disappear if they learned that his wise 
counselor had abandoned him on prin- 
ciple? 

Verse 26.—“Samuel said... I will 
not... thou hast rejected the word of 
the Lord . . . the Lord hath rejected 
thee from being king over Israel.” The 
cancer of disobedience had spread too 
far. The personal rift between Saul 
(the man of self) and Samuel (the 
man of God) was too deep for repair. 
The verdict of rejection, already pro- 
nounced in verse 23, is now repeated 
on the basis of the additional evidence 
of verse 24. Saul’s doom is sealed. 


Outline of the Lesson 


1. Jonathan’s triumph over the Philis- 
tines (1, Sam. 14: 1-46) 

2. Saul’s disobedience and rejection (15: 
1-35) 

3. The defeat and death of Saul (31: 
1-13) 


The Heart of the Lesson 


Self-will is the exact opposite of 
trustful, loving devotion to God. In 
Saul’s case we behold its manifestation, 
its meaning, and the misery it caused. 

1. Its manifestation—Jonathan per- 
formed a daring military exploit! God 
came to the aid of the, valiant young 
warrior giving him a. necessary sign 
(1 Sam. 14:12) and sealing his victory 
with an earthquake which caused con- 


Sternation to the foe (1 Sam. 14:15, 16, . 


23). What was his father Saul’s re- 
action? Did he declare a public holi- 
day in Jonathan’s honor? No! He 


Passed an edict: no man could eat food 
until evening, “that I may be avenged 
on mine enemies” (1 Sam. 14:24). The 
Spotlight should be focused on him, not 
on his triumphant son. : 

God decreed the slaughter of the 
Amalekites. The word of the Lord 
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Last Week’s Lesson 


2. April 12.—Israel’s First 
etn EF Chae AS 1 Samuel 8 to 11 


Next Week’s Lesson 


4. April 26.—The Rise of 
» Retains Soh 1 Samuel 16:1 to 18:16 








was clear and intelligible. But Saul 
disobeyed. He spared King Agag and 
the best of the flocks and herds. Why? 
Because he valued his own desires 
above God’s. He supposed that a king, 
whether Agag or himself, was exempt 
from the punishment of the Lord. He 
preferred animals to the approbation of 
God. 

2. Its meaning—When confronted 
with his crimes Saul admitted his 
wrong (1 Sam! 15:24). But the hei- 
nousness of his deeds did not seem to 
impress him until the aged Samuel 
bluntly told him that to reject the 
word of God was on a par with witch- 
craft and idolatry (1 Sam. 15:23). 

Idolators substitute images for God 
in their worship. They are controlled 
and directed by the imaginary whims 
of false deities. So Saul had substituted 
himself for the Lord. He had made his 
choice totally apart from the will of 
the Lord. This was sheer idolatry. 

3. The misery it caused. 
fate overtook Saul and his sons. His 
self-will issued in death, , destruction, 
and dismay. The Philistines wrought 
havoc among his troops, beheaded his 
lifeless body, and suspended his corpse 
from a city wall. But for the heroism 
of valiant men (1 Sam. 31:12) his ig- 
nominy and shame would have been 
publicized for days. 

Israel’s first king never learned the 
meaning of the words uttered more 
than a thousand .years later by her 
Messiah-King, “Nevertheless not as I 
will, but as thou wilt” (Matt. 26:39). 


Topics for Development 


The Slaughter of the Amalekites. 
Sentimentalists might ask: “Why did 








Questions for Teacher and Class 
By C. J. Woodbridge, Ph.D. 


OW did the Lord co-operate with 
Jonathan in his victory? 

2. Give two illustrations of Saul’s 
yielding to popular pressure. 

3. Why were the Amalekites to be 
destroyed? 

4. What noises betrayed Saul’s dis- 
obedience? 

5. What did Samuel declare to be 
“better than sacrifice”? 

6. Why is rebellion against God like 
idolatry (cf. 1 Sam. 15:23)? 

7. What had Saul really rejected in 
his disobedience? : f 

8. Why did Agag deserve (and re- 
ceive) death? 

9. What did the rending of Samuel’s 
skirt symbolize? 

10. How did the Philistines advertise 
Saul’s death? 


(Answers on page 267) 


A tragic , 
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God issue such an order? Why did He 
command that all the Amalekites, in- 
cluding women ,and children, be butch- 
ered? -Was this not ruthless, wanton 
cruelty? Was not Samuel a bit hard on 
Agag?” Such questions may at first 
seem plausible, for God is love. 

But they must be answered from the 
standpoint of the total nature and the 
perfect will of God. He chose Israel 
as his instrument of revelation to all 
peoples and as the nation through 
which Messiah would some day appear. 
Her occupation of the Holy Land was 
part of the divine plan. The Amale- 
kites blocked her pathway, furiously 
resisted her approach to her homeland, 
and thus defied the purposes of God. 
Our Heavenly Father is loving, but He 
is also righteous. The Amalekites were 
rebellious “sinners” (1 Sam. 15:18) 
whose elimination was essential if God 
was not to be mocked and if His pur- 
poses were to be fulfilled. 


Practical Applications 


God is not impressed by numbers 
“by many or by few” (1 Sam. 14:6). 
He is the Almighty. May we realize 
this and place our entire and eternal 
reliance upon Him. 

Partial obedience is disobedience. 
God said, “Destroy the Amalekites.” 
Saul’s compliance was over 99 per cent. 
He spared King Agag and only the 
“chief” of the animals. But the Lord 
wanted: Saul’s total assent. So God 
wants. all of us today—no divided al- 
legiance, no grudging assent, no half- 
way willingness. Example: God de- 
mands absolute purity. To defile the 
body with intoxicating liquor is sin. 

Bleating sheep betrayed Saul and 
proved his deception (cf. 1 Sam. 15:13, 
14). No profession of loyalty or obe- 
dience is valid as long as the bleating 
sheep of hidden, unconfessed sin are in 
the vicinity. Get rid of them at any 
cost. 

Never think that sin is trivial. It is 
idolatry, the substitution of self for 
God. Td satisfy the appetite for in- 
toxicating drink when God commands 
holiness is to place one’s own lust 
above the Word of the Lord. 


Golden Text 

1 Sam. 15:22—‘“Behold, to obey is 
better than sacrifice, and to hearken 
than the fat of rams.” Obedience re- 
veals the trusting heart and responsive 
will; it issues in sacrifice. But sacri- 
fice without obedience is mere for- 
malism, ritualism, meaningless sham. 
Indeed it may be worse: those who pre- 
sent their offerings may regard them as 
a substitute for obedience. This spells 
tragedy! 

ALTADENA, CALIF. 
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The Busy Men’s Corner 
By Tom M. Olson 


“When thou wast little... wast thou 
not made the head ...:?” (1 Sam. 15:17.) 
—On Saul’s first meeting with Samuel, 
he said he was from the smallest tribe 
in Israel, and that his family was the 
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least of all the families in that tribe 
(9:21). 

When Saul was little in his own 
sight, he was made ‘head and _ king. 
The exhortation to us is: “... be 
clothed with humility: for God resisteth 
-the proud, and giveth grace to the 
humble” (1 Pet. 5:5). 

During the construction of a church 
building, a preacher was attracted to 
the painstaking care displayed by a 
colored laborer. He always seemed 
ready with pick and shovel, rake and 
broom, to clear away the rubbish left 
by others. Only occasionally was he 
seen with hammer and chisel, and then 
only to destroy what failed to pass the 
inspection of the architect. or com- 
mittee. 

In a teasing mood, the preacher ap- 
proached him and said, “Lee, why must 
you always destroy? Why don’t they 
sometimes allow you to build?” His 
answer revealed a deep philosophic in- 
sight into life, for he said: “Boss, I 
know my place!” Oh, that we always 
knew. our place, willing and ready to 
work in a lowly place if needs be, to 
allow others to build—willing to give 
others the credit, and honor! 


“Wherefore then didst thou not obey 
_. +.” (1 Sam. 15:19).—A soul-searching 
question! 
obeyed the voice of the Lord, and 
have gone the way which the Lord 
sent me.” He had partially obeyed; 
but obedience must be entire, not in 
part. 

How many -wonderful things would 
be accomplished if all believers were 
as wholly devoted and obedient to the 
Lord as Garibaldi’s men were reputed 
to be to him. It is said when Garibaldi 
gave an order to attack, he led the way 
without ever looking behind to see if 
his men were following. He knew, to 
a dead certainty, that the moment he 
reached the enemy he would feel their 
hot breath on the back of his neck. 


“Behold, to obey is better than sac- 
rifice ...” (1 Sam. 15:22)—The Lord 
instituted the elaborate system of sac- 
rifices, described in the Book of Le- 
viticus; but when those sacrifices were 
brought by sinning, disobedient, and in- 
sincere people, they were called an 
“abomination” by God (Isa. 1:10-14). 
And it is true ay, aS well as then, 
that the formal observance of religious 
rites and ceremonies are an insult to 
Him when devotion and obedience are 
lacking. 

A young theological student k a 
book of poems to the poet, win 
Markham, to be autographed. He also 
asked the poet to write under his name 
some thought which he considered of 
great importance. Markham returned 
the book with these words under his 
Signature: “Come, let us live the poetry 
we sing!” 


“For rebellion is as the sin of witch- 
craft ...” (1 Sam. 15:23) .—Ordinarily, 
one would not think that anything 
could be as bad as witchcraft or divina- 
tion. But rebellion against the Word 


' of God is as bad as that abominable 
system of deception which Satan orig- 





He answered, “Yea, I have . 
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inated (Deut. 18:9-14). And stubborn- 
ness—or self-will—is as bad as iniquity 
and idolatry! Therefore, before spend- 
ing more sympathy on the ignorant, 
superstitious idol worshiper, let us 
pause long. enough to ask ourselves if 
we are stubbornly refusing to obey the 
Word of the Lord. 

Someone has said, “The only thing 
worth living for is to find out the will 
of God, and do it.” 

“I feared the people, and obeyed 
their voice .. .” (1 Sam. 15:24). —Saul 
confessed his tragic mistake. Instead 
of fearing God and obeying His word, 
he was afraid of the people and carried 
out their wishes. “The fear of man 
bringeth a snare: but whoso putteth 
his trust in the Lord shall be safe” 
(Prov. 29:25). 

While writing this, mail was de- 
livered. In it was a letter from a 
foreign missionary and his wife. I 
thought this paragraph of their letter 
very apropos: “We have perfect peace 
in our hearts .. . we are in the very 
center of His will for us. We have no 
fear of the future ... no fear of failure, 
no fear of what man can do to us, no 
fear of death. Our Saviour has con- 
quered them all, and we are safe in 
Him. ‘King of my life, I crown Thee 
now.’ What joy, what delight! What 
a message we have to share with a sad, 
and hopeless, and helpless world!” 

A temperance note: At their latest 
convention, the American Council of 
Christian Churches took issue with the 
“pronouncement of the Triennial Con- 
vention of the Episcopal Church, .. . 
outlining for Christians the rules they 
may follow for the use of intoxicating 
beverages.” 

The ACCC said, “The weakness of 
the human flesh, the corruption of the 
human heart, combined with our highly 
mechanized and speed-intensified age, 
calls for the total abstinence of the use 
of intoxicants.” 

Wawona, Catir. 
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From the Platform 
By Joseph Edwin Harris 


SuccEsTeD HyMNSs 
“OQ Worship the Lord in the Beauty of Holiness” 


“Saviour, Teach Me, Day by Day” 
“When We Walk With the Lord” 

A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Holy 
and merciful Father, we would come 
thoughtfully before Thee, concerned 
about those things around us that dis- 
please Thee. Help us to understand 
through this lesson how greatly we dis- 
honor and displease Thee when we dis- 
obey Thy commands. Take from us 
the self-pleasing and disobedient spirit 
and make it our joy to obey Thee in 
all things. Forgive our past disobedi- 
ence and set our hearts to do Thy will 








Please pray for the contributors and 
staff of The Sunday School Times, and 
for God’s blessing on its contents. 





Bless Thy Word as it is given men to- 
day that the sinful may repent and 
turn to Thee and that Thy faithfuj 
people may be strengthened and helped 
to keep true to Thee always. Show 
kindness to the sick and all distressed 
and troubled folk, working out Thy 
way of help and deliverance for them. 
Overcome the foes of Christ and Hig 
Kingdom. Make us of His friends, do- 
ing all He commands us, and lead us 
this new week into such behavior and 
activity as will serve Thee and bless 
others. We ask these things in Christ's 
name. Amen. 


After the Lesson.—We greatly need 
to lay to heart this week’s Golden Text: 
“To obey is better than sacrifice.” Sac- 
rifices were part of Hebrew religious 
ceremony, but to obey God’s commands 
was more important than religious cer- 


DiSccx" GOD 


emony. Our religious observances are 
supposed to mean that we honor God, 
but to disobey Him dishonors God. 
Then our life contradicts our acts of 
devotion and worship and makes them 
empty of meaning. 

Frederick the Great once ordered his 
army to keep the camp free of any 
lights during hours of darkness so as 
to deceive the enemy as to the location 
of Frederick’s forces. That night Fred- 
erick saw a faint glimmer in one tent 
and found in it a young officer with a 
lighted candle writing to his wife. “Fin- 
ish your letter,” said Frederick, “and 
say you will be shot tomorrow morning 
for disobeying orders,” and next morn- 
ing the disobedient one paid for his 
disobedience with his life. It can be 
great folly to trifle with the orders of 
men in authority over us. What mad- 
ness then it is for us to dare to trifle 
with God’s orders! Yet that madness 
was in Saul and it is in us as often a8 
we defy a known command of God as 
though we knew better than He. Pray 
God to make the spirit of disobedience 
wholly foreign to your heart. He will 
do it by giving you a new heart. 


Caucary, ALTA., CAN. 
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Wade C. Smith’s Boys’ Class 


AY, fellows, an old fable tells of 4 
dog ‘crossing the creek on a log 
with a choice piece of beef in its mouth. 
Looking down into the pool, the dog 
saw its own reflection, which seemed 
to be another dog with a piece of meat 
in its mouth. The dog sprang into the 
pool to capture another piece of meat 
and lost what it had sin the effort. 
King Saul was just that foolish. His 
prospect was bright for a successful 
and happy reign. His first battles with 
surrounding enemies were victorious. 
He had an army of 210,000 brave men 
and went out to fight Amalek. God 
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~ Lesson for ‘April 19 











spoke to him through the Prophet Sam- 


‘ yel, and told him to utterly ‘destroy 


Amalek, people, oxen, sheep, camels, 
and asses; to leave nothing and take 
nothing, alive. 

But Saul disobeyed God. He selected 
the choicest of the cattle and sheep to 
bring back home with him; and, in his 
pride, spared the life of the Amalekite 
king, Agag, to exhibit him as a captive. 
Then Samuel met him and said, “When 
thou wast little in thine own sight, 
wast thou not made the head of the 
tribes of Israel, and the Lord anointed 
thee king over Israel? And the Lord 
sent thee on a journey, and said, Go 
and utterly destroy the sinners the 
Amalekites, and fight against them un- 
til they be consumed... . For rebellion 
is as the sin of witchcraft, and stub- 
bornness is as iniquity and idolatry. 
Because thou hast rejected the: word 
of the Lord, he hath also rejected thee 
from being king.” 

From that time on, Saul’s course was 
downward, and ended at last in suicide. 
In a losing — with the Philistines; 
he fell upon ‘his own sword, and his 
enemies stripped him of his armor, cut 
off his head, and fastened his body to 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 
By Wade C. Smith 
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the wall of Bethshan. As we look at 
Saul, so favored and so fine, we won- 
der how he could be so foolish as to 
covet Amalek’s cattle and flocks, but 
even more foolish to disobey God out- 
right in taking them. Samuel put his 
finger on the trouble. It was nothing 
less than rebellion against God. Cov- 
etousness is a dreadful malady. It 
paralyzes one’s sense of right and nour- 
ishes dishonesty. 

If the dog in the fable could speak, 
doubtless it would. have said, after get- 
ting out of the creek and shaking the 
water from its hide, “Take what God 
gives you and be content; set not your 
heart upon the possessions of others.” 
But Samuel said, speaking for God, 
“Behold, to obey is better than sacrifice, 
and to hearken than the fat of rams.” 

WEAVERVILLE, N. C. 
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My Class of Girls 
By Vivian D. Gunderson 


ODAY we have the second question 

and answer on the card “Sin.” 
Question, “What is sin?” Answer, “All 
unrighteousness is sin” (1 John 5:17). 
This means that any action which is not 
right is sin. Who decides what is right? 
(God.) Exactly. 

Who can repeat Romans 5:12? Adam 
brought sin and death into the world by 
disobedience to God. The first king of 
Israel brought trouble into his country 
because of his disebedience to God. 
Let us have Sandra’s news item next: 

ISRAEL DEMANDS A KING 

Last week all the elders of Israel 
went to Ramah, to inform Samuel 
that they wanted a king to judge 
them, instead of Samuel’s sons. Two 
of the reasons put before Samuel 
were that he is getting old, and that 
his sons do not walk in his honest 
ways. Samuel, who was much dis- 
pleased with Israel’s decision, hurried 
away to put the matter before the 

Lord. Later, returning to the people, 

he informed them of all the disad- 

vantages of having a king. Still they 
would not change their mind. So, 
after another talk with the Lord, 

Samuel said he would appoint a king. 

Lesson for us: Samuel told the Lord 
about it, instead of doing something 
he might afterward regret. 

Rose, your news item took place at 
Mizpeh. Please show that to us and 
then read yours. 

THE CROWNING OF SAUL 
though opposed to monarchy, 
ed Saul king. 
But he had forewarned the people of the 
trouble it would bring. 
The peo od all rejoiced when they saw Saul, 
even 


This man y their king would later bring 
them woe. 


Rose’s poem will add variety to our 
paper. Here are some suggestions for 
news items to bring next time: (1) Saul 
Intrudes Into the Priest’s Office, 1 Sam- 
uel 13:1-14; (2) Deliverance Through 
Prince Jonathan, 1 Samuel 14:1-23; (3) 
Jonathan Unknowingly Disobeys His 
Father, 1 Samuel 14:24-46; (4) Saul 
Leads Israel Against the Amalekites, 1 
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SUPPOSE GOD WANTS 


You to pray for the use of His great 
weapon against Communism, the Bible. 
We are now sending Bible study 
courses by mail to many lands. New 
requests received in every mail from 
Africa. Will you pray? Please help us 
answer the appeals from so many seri- 
ous young people in so many lands. 


CARVER BIBLE INSTITUTE, Inc. 


Station A, Atlanta, Georgia 
Talmage Payne, Director 
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The Apostle Paul writes, 
“in everything give thanks.” 


Have you ever wished that you could 
show your appreciation to God for His 
blessings by helping others and still pro- 
vide some financial security for yourself? 


A SALVATION ARMY 
GIFT ANNUITY — 
AGREEMENT 


will do this for you. 


For a gift of $100 up you will receive 
a dependable fixed income for life (up 
to 7.4% depending upon your age). 

After. your lifetime, or that of your 
designated survivor, the balance of your 
gift is used to support the program for 
others as conducted by The Salvatior 
Army. 

Many other advantages including the 
income-tax savings are described in 


booklet SST91.Why not mail the coupon 
today? No obligation, 


feet ereoceoece Seseqgeseaserdaey 


' THE SALVATION ARMY 
j 120 West 14th Street, New York 11, N.Y. 


t Gentlemen: 
Kindly send me Annuity Booklet SST9I - 








{| Name 

| 

Ee 7 PR ies BER. SE Date of birth 
| ; 
} Address 

! 

{City Zone... State....... 
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ane YOUR TREASURY 


SUNFLOWER DISH CLOTHS 
Were sold in 1953 by members of Societies, 


Clubs, Groups, etc. They enable you to earn 
money for your treasury, and make friends for 
your organization. 
Samples FREE to Officials 
SANGAMON MILLS 
Established 1915 Cohoes, N. Y. 














WANTED: Fully trained caseworker for The Michigan 
Regular Baptist Children’s Home, St. Louis, Michigan. 
Unusual opportunity for the right person. G 
salary, many other benefits. 

Contact Rev. Donald K. Olsen, First Baptist Church, 
400 Walnut Blivd., Rochester, Michigan. 





2 Sonne ee 








“To show forth thy lovingkind- 
ness in the morning, and thy 
faithfulness every night.” 


For use in churches and families: The Book 
of Psalms, rendered in meter and set to 
music. Authorized by the Synod of the 
Reformed Presbyterian Church of North 
America. Price $1.50. 
Address C. R. FOX 
Empire Blidg., Pittsburgh 22, Pa. 























THE LORD IS WORKING 
in the HOLY LAND 











to alleviate the suffering of the Lord’s 
little “lambs” in Israel. 

Our obligation towards these needy ones 
is increasing. 

Who will help us nurture the children in 
the Gospel? - 


HEADQUARTERS: 
American European Bethel Mission, Inc. 
252 N. Dillon St. Dept. ST Los Angeles 26, California 


‘anyway. 
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Samuel 15:1-11; (5) Saul Excuses Him- 
self to Samuel, 1 Samuel 15: 12-31. 

As Rose’s poem says, King Saul did 
bring woe to Israel. The first time was 
here at Gilgal. The Philistines had in- 
vaded the country and were encamped 
here at Michmash. Saul and his army 
were waiting here at Gilgal for Samuel 
to come and offer a sacrifice to the Lord. 
Samuel was delayed getting there, and 
Saul’s soldiers were deserting. So Saul 
decided to offer the sacrifice himself. 
But God had said that only a Levite 
could do this, and Saul was of the tribe 
of Benjamin. Samuel arrived just as 
the king finished offering. the sacrifice. 
Saul explained to Samuel why he had 
disobeyed God. Read 1 Samuel 13:13, 
14 to see the prophet’s answer. You 
can see that Samuel believed that noth- 
ing excuses disobedience to God. 

After this, the Lord gave the Israelites 
another great victory over the Philistines, 
but not through King Saul. It came 
through Prince Jonathan who had real 
faith in God, as 1 Samuel 14:6 plainly 
shows. 

Several years after this, Samuel told 
King Saul that God wanted him to 
destroy the nation of Amalek. The 
Amalekites had fought against Israel 
when they came up out of the land of 
Egypt, as we learn from Exodus 17. 
They were morally corrupt, and God 
wanted them wiped out for the sake of 
unborn generations. 

Read 1 Samuel 15:1-3, 9. Saul’s in- 
structions were very clear, but he 
spared the life of the Amalekite king 
Saul, did what he thought 








McGUFFEY’S READERS 


After a long and costly search reprints of the acy 
inal 1879 revised editions of the Testes McGuffey 

Readers have been completed and you can now pur- 
chase ae copies at the following low prices 
posal: 


irst Reader $2.25 Fourth Basten ad aes 25 
Second Reader _.. 2.50 Fifth Reader — +50 
Third Reader __ 2.75 Sixth Reader __ oe 75 


OLD AUTHORS, Dept. SY-4, Rowan, lowa 





PEWS, PULPIT & CHANCEL 
FURNITURE 


WRITE FOR Free CATALOG 
AND LOW DIRECT PRICES 


J.P REDINGTON & CO. 








URGENT CALL 


TO PRAYER 


OSAKA CRUSADE 
led by Dr. Bob Pierce 
May 12—June 1 


Join in prayer with Christians 
everywhere. Please write for 
details and attractive Bible 
bookmark. 


WORLD VISION 


Dept. L, Box O PASADENA, CALIF 


























best, instead of what God had com- 


manded, but preserving what God had ° 


said must be destroyed was disobedi- 
ence. Read 1 Samuel 15:13, 14. Saul 
tried to excuse himself by putting the 
blame on the people, also by saying 


that it was done for a good purpose. | 


Read 1 Samuel 15:16-26 around the 
class. So Samuel told King Saul that 
incomplete obedience is disobedience, 
and that nothing excuses disobedi- 
ence to God. Read verse 30. He was 
more concerned about being honored 
before the people than about getting 
right with God. ‘Because he had re- 
jected the word of God, God had re- 
jected him from being king. Next week 
we will read about the man who be- 
came the second king of Israel. 





This quarter we are using the Scripture 
Catechism > ba “Sin,” 20c a dozen, and Emmy 
Lou Mur «ge purple silhouettes “Kings of 
Israel and Juda 15c set of 16, companion 
to her set ‘Landmarks of Genesis and Exodus,” 
also 75c. These may be ordered from V. D. 
Gunderson, Ferndale, Wash. 


FERNDALE, WasH. 
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The Illustration Round Table 


Rules for submitting illustrations for this 
department may be had upon request from 
the Editors, The Sunday School Times, 
325 N. 13th St., Philadelphia 5. 
A list of the lessons for the year 1959 
may be had for 20 cents a copy, or $2 
a dozen, postpaid, from the same address.* 
A Different Test.—Behold, to obey is 
better than sacrifice, and to hearken 
than the fat of rams (1 Sam. 15:22, 
Golden Text). 
It’s easy to sacrifice to Him 

Of that which costs us nought, 


To give God a little of talent and time 
Or of things which our hands have wrought. 


But to do His will is’ a different test. 
To obey, whatever the cost, 

Is often not easy, but always is blest, 
Bringing joy to the uttermost. 


Obedience bettér than sacrifice, 
Thus is the law of the Lord. 

Being and do’ will make men wise 
As they prac His Holy Word. 


—From D. K. Reisinger. Sent by Mrs. 
A. E. Janzen, Hillsboro, Kans. 


When Elevation Became Annihilation. 
—When thou wast little in thine own 
sight . . . the Lord anointed thee king 
(1 Sam. 15:17). “A little watch,” said 
Joseph Parker in one of his famous 
lectures, “dissatisfied with its little 
sphere in a lady’s pocketbook, envied 
Big Ben, the great tower clock, as one 
day it passed with her ladyship over 
Westminster Bridge. ‘I wish I could be 
up there,’ said the little watch, so deli- 
cately strung. ‘I could then serve the 
multitude.’ You shall have the oppor- 
tunity, little watch,” said the lecturer, 
and he dramatically described the little. 
watch drawn up the tower by a slender 
thread. When it reached the top, the 
lecturer said, “Where are you, little 
watch? I cannot see you.” Then paus- 
ing, he said, “Its elevation has become 
its annihilation.”"—From Choice Glean- 
ings Calendar. 
son, Topeka, Kans. 


Alcoholism and Absenteeism.—Go and 
utterly destroy the sinners the Amalek- 
ites, and - fight: anton them until 
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they be consumed (1 Sam, 15:18). The 
late Mr. Henry Ford, who employed 
70,000 men in Detroit, said that on 
the last Monday’ of April, 1918, which 
was the last “wet” Monday, that 
there were 2,620 men absent that day. 
On the first Monday in May, which 
was the first “dry” Monday, the num- 
ber of absentees fell to 1,618. On the 
second Monday the number was 1,510. 
The average before Prohibition was 
around 2,500 every .Monday. In the 
next few months it dropped to be- 
tween 800 and 900. We wonder what 
itis now. Source unknown. Sent by 
J. W. Philp, Demorest, Ga. 


Testimony or Evidence?—And Saul 
said unto Samuel, Yea, I have obeyed 
the voice of. the Lord (1 Sam. 15:20). 
Listening to a group of people talking 
one day about the fine testimony meet- 
ings which' were held in their church, 
a lawyer quietly remarked, “To a law- 
yer there is a vast difference between 
testimony and evidence.”"—From The 
Sunday School Times. .Sent by the 
Rev. W. P. Shelley, Sunbury, Pa. 


“Reluctant” Disobedience—But the 
people took of the spoil, sheep and 
oxen, the chief of the things which 
should have been utterly destroyed, to 
sacrifice unto the Lord thy God in 
Gilgal (1 Sam. 15:21). “I thought’— 
the steely eyes of the chief bored into 
those of a subordinate who sat uncom- 
fortably on the edge of his chair— 


“that I told you to stay in the office un- 


til Blank and Company phoned about 
that contract.” “Yes, sir; but the un- 
derstanding was that they were to 
phone before noon. I waited until one 
o’clock, and Sims, who had tickets for 


. the ball game, asked me to go with 


him. He said there wasn’t a chance of 
hearing from Blank, and so—” “And 
so you very reluctantly went. to see the 
Cubs play the Giants. Well, if you 
can’t obey orders, you'll never be fit to 
give them. I'll consider your resigna- 
tion whenever you’d like to send it in.” 
—From Earnest,Worker. Sent by Mrs. 
A. E. Janzen, Hillsboro, Kans. 


, The Sword First—For rebellion is 
as the sin of witchcraft (1 Sam. 15:23). 
The Rev. John McNeill once said in an 
address: “A} French officer whose ship 
had been en by Nelson was brought 


‘on board Nelson’s vessel, and he walked 


up to the great admiral and gave him his 
hand. ‘No,’ said Nelson. ‘Your sword 
first, please!’ That is the Gospel. Many 
people would take Christ’s hand and 
Say He is a noble character. Give up 
your rebellious will first, admit your 
guilt, then Christ will take your hand 
and never let go.” Sent by Mrs. M. 
Watts," Fetcham, Surrey, Eng. Prize 
illustration. 


Which Type Worker?—Now therefore, 
I pray thee, pardon my sin, and turn 
again with me, that I may worship the 
Lord (1 Sam. 15:25).—A colporteur in 
Chile had visited the home of a farm 
hand several times and ultimately was 
able to leave a portion of Scripture 
with the man. As a result of reading 
the Word the man became a Christian 
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Announcing a new book by 


‘The Greatest Bible 
Expositor of the 
Century!’ 


Here is the result of an inspired life- 
time of reading and meditation on 
the Word. Using his intensive method 
of Bible study, Dr. Morgan devel- 
oped this exposition of the central 
thoughts in every chapter of the 
Bible. Thoroughly familiar with the 
original languages, Dr. Morgan ex- 
amines the meaning of key words 







G. CAMPBELL 
MORGAN 







An Exposition 
of the 
Whole Bible 


Chapter by Chapter 


and finds in each chapter God’s mese 
sage to men of every age. This hand- 
some volume, with its wealth of 
Bible information, demonstrates Dr. 
Morgan’s uniquely practical, devo- 
tional style—his talent for making 
exposition fascinating to read. This 
is a “must” book for your Bible study! 


WHAT LEADING CHRISTIANS SAY ABOUT THE “PRINCE OF EXPOSITORS” 


WILBUR M. SMITH: 


“I have been moved by others, in one way or another, but no Bible teacher in the 
world, in the twentieth century, could cast over his audience, without flash, without 
show, that mystic spell that G. Campbell Morgan cast when he was at his best.” 


MOODY MONTHLY: 


“Dr. Morgan’s expository and exegetical gifts have became a household: word on 


two continents...’ 
J. H. JOWETT: 


“His one aim is to let the Bible tell its own eternal message. In that, he has'a - genius 


which is incomparable.” 







SPECIAL 
MONEY-SAVING 
OFFER 


Here’s how you can save money on your 

copy of this important new book: just fill out 
the coupon and mail it to your Christian 

~ bookseller. Mail it now, and your book will cost 
you ONLY $5.95! If you wait—and order too 
Jate—your copy will cost you a dollar more, 
$6.95, the regular price after May 17, 1959. 


ARevell Publication 


MAIL TO YOUR CHRISTIAN —s 


Dear Bookseller: 

Please enter my order for _____ 
copies of AN EXPOSITION OF THE 
WHOLE BIBLE by G. Campbell 
Morgan at the special pre-publication 
price of $5.95 per copy. (Price after 
May 17, 1959, $6.95). 


(O Payment encl. $____. [1] Send Cop. 
Add sales tox where epplicable. 


Name 
Address. 
City. Zone__State__. j 
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BACK 10m BIBLE 
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AN INTERNATIONAL 
GOSPEL BROADCAST 





Write today for your FREE descriptive 
folder of the Broadcast's ministry. 
Back to the Bible Broadcast 
Box 233 Lincoln 1, Nebr. 
If you live in Canada write to: 
Box 178 Winnipeg, Manitoba 
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and began to rejoice in his new life. 
Wishing to share the blessing with 
others, he invited his neighbors to hear 
the reading of Scripture after the work 
of the day was done. This came to 
the ears of the farm owner, who, fear- 
ful of what might happen if all his farm 
hands became converted, threatened the 
new Christian with expulsion. The 
man defended himself by saying, “Sefor, 
I have worked for you for several years. 
You know the type of man I have 
been—drinking at all times possible 
and robbing you whenever and wher- 
ever I could. Now that I am a differ- 
ent man, you want to turn 'me from 
your farm. Which would you rather 
have? Do you want me to stay on 
as the man I was, or do you want to 
send me away as the man I am now?” 
He stayed—From Bible Society Record. 
Sent by M. Irene Jury, Glendale, Calif. 


we 
For Junior Teachers 


By Ruth E. Dow 


A King Who Disobeyed 
(1 Sam. 15:10-12, 17-22, 24) 


AKE a crown for each pupil from 
M heavy paper or cardboard, pref- 
erably yellow. Just a band rising to 
a point in front ‘will be sufficient. The 
strip may be closed at the back by a 
paper clip or staple to fit the, indi- 
vidual head. Each child may earn his 
crown by answering a review question 
from recent Bible stories. Plan your 
questions beforehand to be an effective 
review, but as you go around the class, 





Spirit-Filled Songs 





The “CHOICE” series emphasizes spiritual and worshipful hymns and songs. 
Let your church, like others, be blessed with richer music and greater growth 


through these books. $ 
CHOICE HYMNS OF THE FAITH 


Congregations thrill at this well-balanced collection. Compiled for more scrip- 
tural singing. 480 pages. Bound in durable blue cloth boards. 
of 100 or more $1.60 copy, not prepaid. Single sample copy $1.90 postpaid. 


CHOICE GOSPEL SONGS 


Abridged edition of Choice Hymns of the Faith for those who desire a smaller 
book. Can be used conjointly with the larger book as it contains Choice Hymn 
192 pages. Tough paper cover. 


numbers in brackets. 
not prepaid. Sample copy 75c postpaid. 
CHOICE CAMPAIGN SONGS 

75 popular Gospel hymns and choruses. 
Single copies, 35c. 


Returnable samples sent on request. Give church connection. 


GOSPEL PERPETUATING FUND PUBLISHERS, Dept. ST, 


25c each per 100, not prepaid. 


In quantities 


In 100 lots 65¢ copy, 





Topeka, Kansas 
Seabrook Sta. 





KNOW THE BIBLE BETTER 


.+.. rightly dividing 





the word of truth. 
2 TIMOTHY 2:15 






Tune in each Sunday over 
ABC AND MUTUAL NETWORKS 


Write today for your FREE radio log 
P.O. Box 22, Grang Rapids, Mich. 









"DR. M. R. DE HAAN 
Teacher 








RICHARD DE HAAN 
Associate Teacher 


RADIO BIBLE CLASS PROGRAM 
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adapt questions to individual ability 
so that each will have his crown by the 
second time around, 

Every one of you would like to be a 


king or queen, prince or princess, and 


wear a real crown! But you are a king 
or queen, even without a crown! “King 
You” I will call you. King You, show 
me your subjects! (Fingers, feet, 
mouth, eyes, and so on.) King You, 
how good a ruler were you over your 
subjects last week? Here is a ‘score 
sheet. Write Yes or No to each ques- 
tion. King You, did you let your eyes 
‘see TV shows they should not see? 
King You, did you make your fingers 
do their homework neatly? King You, 
did you let your mouth get saucy? 
King You, did you see that your spirit 
heart had good food -by reading the 
Bible every day? King You, did you 
order your feet to do your mother’s 
errands willingly? King You, did you 
make your brain work hard on arith- 
metic? If you wrote Yes on the first 
one, make a cross through it; King You 
was not king over his eyes. If you 
wrote No for the second one, make a 
cross through it; King You was not as 
careful a king-as he should be. (Continue 
in the same way with the other an- 
swers. Of course, make sure that your 
questions are ones that are really vital 
in the lives of your pupils.) Maybe 
you ought to lose your crown! Some- 
times your father does ‘take over, and 
do the ordering, doesn’t he? Or he 
punishes you. 

Handsome King Saul lost the right 
to his crown, too! (Tell the story of 1 
Sam. 15.) 

Is it just as important for you to 
listen to and obey your great King as 
it was for- Saul? Now then, listen to 
what He says in ‘the Bible! After we 
find each reference and read it, write 
the reference on the inside of your 
crown so you can find it again during 
the week (1 Sam. 15:22, which includes 
the Golden Text; 12:20; 2:26; Num. 32: 
23b; Mark 14:36c; John 15:14). When 
God gave His people the Ten Com- 
mandments, they promised to keep 
them: “All that the Lord hath said will 
we do, and be obedient” (Exod. 24:7, 
Memory Verse). If you are really seri- 
ous and want, with God’s help, to keep 
a promise like that, you may copy it on 
the outside of your crown. But you 
will need a better King than King You 
to keep that promise and rule your 
kingdom to please God perfectly. You 
need one who could say and do it: “Not 
what I will, but what thou wilt.” In- 
vite Him to be King in your heart and 
life, and let King You step down. ‘(The 
Golden Text may be preferred for the 
outside of the crowns.) 

Let me warn you of two things that 
may ruin King You's life, if he lets 
them into his kingdom. With the help 
of the Lord Jesus he must be firm with 
his finger subjects and lip subjects, that 
they never, never, let these traitors 
pass the boundaries. They look so nice 
and sound so wonderful! They fool 
thousands into letting them in, and 
then they cannot get them out again! 
Here are pictures of these traitors. 
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(Show a poster for each made from 


cigarette and liquor advertisements, 
with the warnings: DANGER! BE- 
WARE! TRAITOR!) 

Orono, MAINE. 
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For Primary Teachers 
By Helen E. Odenwelder 


ISOBEDIENCE is a very sinful 
thing. Being disobedient to God 
is one of the worst sins of all. And 
when the one who disobedient to 
God is a king, God is greatly displeased. 
God did not want His people to have 
a king. He wanted His people to be 
different from the other nations. He 
Himself would be their king. But the 
people insisted on having their own way. 
Even when God warned His people that 
they would be at war all of the time if 
they had a king, still they demanded 
that they have one. So the people 
chose Saul, a young, tall, handsome 
man. They got their own way. 

In the beginning Saul did very well 
as king. He was kind. He was humble. 
He was, in the words of the Bible, “lit- 
tle in [his] . . . own sight” (1 Sam. 15: 
17). Samuel, by now an old man, kept 
reminding people that they had wanted 
their own way (12:12, 13, 17, 19, 20a). 
He carefully explained that though they 


‘had sinned in demanding their own 


way, still if both the people and the 
king would obey God, He would care 
for them (vv. 14, 15, 20b, 22). Instead 
of punishing His people severely for 
wanting their own way, God promised 
to care for them. He asked only one 
thing and that was that they obey Him. 
He would care for His people because 
He loved them. He would care for 
them so that He Himself- would be 
honored. Only one thing did God re- 
quire: that His people and their king 
be obedient. 

One day Samuel gave a message from 
the Lord to Saul. He said, ‘The Lord 
remembers a group of people [the 
Amalekites] who once fought against 
His people. Now go and kill every one 
of those people and all of their ani- 

King Saul obeyed at once. He and 
his army began the war immediately 
against the enemies of God’s people. 
Just as God had commanded, He killed 
the men and the women and the chil- 
dren—the enemies of. the people of 
God. But did he obey completely? 
Read what the Bible says: “But Saul 
and the people spared Agag [the king 
of the enemies], and the best of the 
sheep, and of the oxen, and of the fat- 
lings, and the lambs, and all that was 
good, and would not utterly destroy 
them¥ (15:9): God had wanted to de- 
Stroy these old and cruel enemies. of 
His people. He, because He had com- 
Manded it, would have helped King 
Saul to kill everyone and everything. 

That night God told Samuel, “Saul 
has turned back from following me and 
has not obeyed me.” The next day 
when Saul came home from the war he 
told Samuel, “I have done what the 
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Lord commanded me to do.” But had 
he? Indeed he had not! He had only 


: partly obeyed the Lord. Then he lied. 


Saul said to Samuel, “I did obey the 
voice of the Lord. I have brought back 
only the king of the enemies.” 

Instead of confessing his disobedience 
at once, and admitting that he was a 
sinner, he became proud. Instead of 
taking the blame on himself as he 
should have done, he put the blame 
on the people of God by saying, “The 
people brought back the sheep and the 
oxen. They did it so that they could 
make a sacrifice to the Lord.” Saul 
was the captain of the army. He was 
the one who should have demanded 
that the people obey God completely. 
But he had not done so himself. He 
had brought the king back. He should 
have been man enough to have ac- 
cepted the blame. 

Samuel, speaking for the Lord, cried, 
“Hath the Lord as great delight in 


burnt-offerings and sacrifices, as in 
obeying the voice of the Lord? Behold, 
to obey is better than sacrifice.” God 


did not want the animals of the enemies 
offered as sacrifices to Him. What He 
wanted then, what He wants now, is 
for His children to obey Him com- 
pletely: 

Let us determine that this week we 
shall obey our parents, our teachers, 
and our God. Disobedience is a dread- 
ful sin. 


MILLERSVILLE, PA. 
“4 yy 


This Week’s Questions Answered 
(The questions are on page 261) 

1. He guided him with a sign and 
sent an earthquake (1 Sam. 14:12, 15). 

2. His sparing of Jonathan (v. 45) 
and of the sheep (15:15, 24). 

3. They had tried to block Israel’s 
entrance into the Holy Land (v. 2). 

4. The bleating of sheep and lowing 
of oxen (v. 14). 

5. Obedience. 

6. It is the substitution of self for 
God as the object of one’s true worship. 

7. The “word of the Lord” (vv. 23, 
26). 

8. He was the leader of the sinful 
Amalekites and had, himself, slaughtered 
people (cf. v. 33). 

9. The rending of the kingdom away 
from Saul (cf. v. 28). 

10. They beheaded him, stripped off 
his armor, sent it into their land, and 
suspended his body from a wall (cf. 31: 
9, 10). 

ALTADENA, CALIF. 
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Christian Fellowship Tour 
(Continued from page 259) 


the 1959 tour. Write to Mr. Harry J. 
Jaeger, The Sunday School Times Co., 
325 N. 13th St., Philadelphia 5. Mr. 
and Mrs. Jaeger will accompany ‘the 
tour throughout. 
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NEXT FALL 
may be TOO LATE 


In the welter of a world gone mad, of nation 
rising against nation, of the terror that stalks in 
the night, of the arrow that flieth by day, of 
pestilence and destruction, of the elements in 
commotion, is there not a warning in the stark 
realism of these few sentences taken from a 
letter recently sent us: 


“1 was going to send the money this fall: 
but the Lord said, Send it now; next fall 
may be too late. Wouldn’t it be wonder- 
ful if He came this Feast of the Trumpets, 
the ingathering of the Harvest? God does 
all things in order.” e 


And here is something for the earnest child 
of God to think about. What and if He should 
come at the time of the blowing of trumpets on 
thé first day of the Month Tishri? What and if 
you were then suddenly caught up to be with 
Him? Do you not think it would please Him 
wonderfully, that you should now have your part 
in a testimony that warns Israel of the wrath 
to come? 


And do you know a better way to please 
Him, than to snatch a few brands from the burn- 
ing, a few Jewish souls that will be your trophies 
when at last you lay your burden down and 
meet Him face to face? 


The time is short. That is why we keep remind- 
ing you of the privilege of sharing with Him in 
His yearning over the lost sheep of the House 
of Israel; and that is why so many of the Lord’s 
choicest saints are counting it a joy to fellowship 
with us in our God-given task of these last days. 
Perhaps if you will make it a matter of earnest 
prayer, He will lead you also to become a burden 
bearer with us; and from experience we can 
assure you it will be a happy day for you. 


If the Lord leads you to use the coupon below, 
you will open the door of your heart to new 
revelation of truth concerning Israel, and to a 
new experience of blessing, flowing out of the 
tried and tested promise of Gen. 12:3, “I will 
bless them that bless thee.” 


AMERICAN BOARD OF MISSIONS 
TO THE JEWS, INC. 
236 West 72nd St., New York 23, Dept. 6 


e 

| 

| 

| ; 

| Dear Friends: | enclose two dollars for your 

| “Acquaintance Offer.” This is to include one 
year’s subscription to “The Chosen People,” 

| copy “The Lengthened Shadow of Leopold 

| Cohn,” life story of ex-Rabbi miraculously 

| led to Christ and 12 assorted leaflets on vari- 

| ous aspects of the Jewish problem. If | am 
not satisfied, you are to return my money. 

| (Your added gifts in fellowship with our 

| labors to bring the Gospel to the Jews will 

| be most welcome.) 

| 

! 

| 

! 

| 

| 


In Canada: 
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WANTED: Executive Director for Christian Child Wel- 
fare Agency in center of Michigan. Agency services 
include Institutional care, Foster Home care, Adop- 
-tions, Unwed mother counselling. Training and ex- 
perience in Social Work required. Good salary, many 
other benefits. 

Contact Rev. Donald K. Olsen, First Baptist Church, 
400 Walnut Blvd., Rochester, Michigan. 


SACRIFICIAL GIVING NEEDED 


Satan opposes—but God’s work goes [7 ja 
forward. The Bible Coach is now | §! 
in operation on the frontiers between F% 
Brazil and Uruguay. Gospels of John 

distributed freely and souls sought 
for salvation. Upon the first trip 180 
homes visited where the Gospel had 
never before been heard. Rev. F. V. Dabold 


A Faith Work Fenntars io 


Indigenous church and first Bible school in the 
country established. Hold up the hands of devoted 
native workers. Swell their number with your 
prayers and gifts. 


Write for FREE news letter today 


EVANGELICAL MISSION TO URUGUAY, INC. 


BOX 70-T, FRESNO, CALIFORNIA 














A Little Kit of Teachers’ Tools 
By Philip E. Howard, Sr. 


Thousands of copies of this 72-page book- 
let, attractively bound with blue paper 
cover, have been placed in the hands of 
busy Sunday school teachers and Christian 
workers. Ten chapters of instruction and 
inspirational reading await you. 


40 cents, postpaid. 





THE SUNDAY ‘SCHOOL TIMES CO. 
325 N. 13th Street Philadelphia 5 














In the Times, now in its 101st Year, 
advertisers find an influential group of 
readers, and readers find a helpful group 
of dependable advertisements. 





GREAT PERSONALITIES 
OF THE OLD 
TESTAMENT 


Their Lives and Times 


William Sanford LaSor 





Wilbur M. Smith says this is ‘‘the 
most important volume on Old Tes- 
tament characters written in the last 
thirty years.’’ Dr. LaSor applies 
modern archaeology and ancient lit- 
erature to recreating the life situa- 


tion of each character. Excellent 
background for lesson preparation. 
$3.00 





At your bookstore 
>, FLEMING H. REVELL COMPANY, Publishers 
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A Tour To Hawatr 
Is PLANNED ALSO 


Many readers are interested in a tour 
to the Hawaiian Islands. Two such 
tours have already been taken, and 
plans are. being made to conduct the 
third tour to Hawaii this year from 
October 19 to November 8, out from 
and returning to Chicago. The party 
will fly to Hawaii. from Seattle, and 
return to San Francisco on the S.S. Lur- 
line of the Matson Line. Details of 
this tour will be given in an attractive 
folder, and a card to Mr. Jaeger will 
bring this to you as soon as it is ready. 
For those who can take a fall vacation, 
this will prove to be a most unusual 
and happy experience. Mr. and Mrs. 
Jaeger will accompany this tour also. 


we 


Total Abstinence 
(Continued from page 256) 


estly [better translated “decently”], as 
in the day; not in rioting [“feasts and 
drinking parties that are protracted till 
late at night and indulge in revelry” 
according to Thayer] and drunkenness 

. But put ye on the Lord Jesus Christ, 
and make not provision for the flesh, 
to fulfil the lusts thereof.” 

This passage. deals specifically with 
the subject under discussion. Reve]ry 
and drunkenness are condemned. More- 
over, we are commanded not to make 
provision for the flesh. This is total 
abstinence. When the wine lover takes 
a single drink he is thereby catering 
to the flesh and its lusts. Those who 
“cast off the works of darkness” (v. 12) 
and put on the Lord Jesus Christ (v. 14) 
are those who have made a total break 
with alcohol. 

Romans 12:2: “And be not conformed 
to this world: but be ye transformed by 
the renewing of your mind, that ye 
may prove what is that good, and ac- 
ceptable, and perfect, will of God.” The 
Christian is expected to live a life that 
is different. We are not to emulate the 
sleeping cocoon that blends into the 
color of his surroundings, but rather to 
be like the beautiful metamorphosed 
butterfly that is utterly different. 

If a Christian proposes to drink with 
moderation, wherein does he differ from 
the multitude of unsaved who take 
their social drink? There is no differ- 
ence.. He is conforming precisely to 
what the vast majority are doing con- 
stantly. Moreover, he is just as vul- 
nerable to overindulgence as they. 

A recent survey in San Francisco re- 
veals that 1 out of 6 adults over 20 in 
that city, over 95,000, had a problem of 
drinking too much. One wonders how 
many of that number were careless 
Christians who thought they could tem- 
porize with this evil. 

How can a Christian live a trans- 
formed life with the smell of liquor on 
his breath? It is the same stench that 
comes from the limp. victim of the 
tavern. The only way to obey Romans 
12:2, as far as drinking is concerned, is 
to abstain from all alcoholic beverages. 


_ ritual as_ before. 


April 4, 1959. 


1 Corinthians 8:13: “Wherefore, if 
meat make my brother to offend, I will 
eat no flesh while the world standeth, 
lest I make my brother ‘to offend.” If 
one’s conscience is so dull, and his mind 
so prejudiced, that he still believes he 
can drink moderately without hurting 
himself and stepping out of the will of 
God, let him consider his influence up- 
on others. Suppose. your children see 
you take an occasional cocktail at home, 
What will their end be? - Will they 
practice moderation when they drink? 
Or will your heart be broken to see 
them become worthless drunkards? 
Suppose your Sunday school class de- 
tects the smell of liquor on your breath 
on Sunday morning. Will you dare to 
start them on the road of drink, hoping 
they will be moderate? What will your 
Christian testimony amount to as you 
are seen entering the liquor store to 
make your purchases? Will you stop 
to speak to the attendant about his 
soul’s salvation? 

Eating meat sacrificed to idols was a 
live issue in Paul’s day. He knew the 
meat was just as edible after the pagan 


conscience of the weaker brother who 
considered such participation a part of 
the pagan worship, Paul was willing 
to abstain completely from eating that 
meat. Likewise the Christian should 
abstain from intoxicating drinks lest 
he offend others and lead them astray. 

To summarize briefly, the Christian 
who ‘seeks to “be sober completely,” to 
“abstain from every form of evil,” to 
do “all to the glory of God,” to be “led 
of the Spirit,” to “make not provision 
for the flesh,” to live a transformed 
life, and to live without offense, having 
a helpful influence on others, will find 
that the will of God for him is total 
abstinence. 


(To be continued) 


ve 


The Young People’s 
Prayer Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 





Sunday, April 19 


3. This Is My Bible 
(Deut. 17:19; John 5:39; Acts 17:11) 
Topics are copyrighted by the International 
Society of Christian Endeavor, and are 
used by permission. 
ROM its inception, the Christian 
Endeavor movement has stressed 
the importance of the Bible in the life of 
the. Christian. The pledge includes a 
promise to read the Bible every day, 
and the Bible is made a part of every 
meeting as an authoritative source of 
information and instruction on every 
topic presented, both in the Scripture 
reading for the meeting, and in the 
daily readings for the week leading up 
to the meeting. 
ye 
In considering such a topic as this 
week’s, it is well to point out first why 
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book. It is God’s Word to man. It is 
inconceivable that an infinite, all-wise 
and loving Creator, who is at all con- 
cerned about His creatures, would not 
find some means to communicate with 
man and make Himself known to him 
and to instruct him, and show him how 
to have a life of blessing on this earth 
and how to reach an eternal state of 
joy and peace. The messengers God 
has sent to man in the persons of the 
prophets, and finally in the person of 
His own Son, are all a part of God’s 
plan to communicate with man; and 
the writing down and preserving of the 
messages spoken by these messengers 
is also a part of this plan. This has re- 
sulted in the Bible that we have today. 
Each of us can, therefore, look upon it 
as a unique book, and consider it as 
God’s message to me—my Bible. 

For the help of any in your group 
who may not know how we got our 
Bible, you may wish to refer them to 
the following helpful books: 


The Story of Our Bible, by David J. Fant. 
(American Tract Society, 513 West 166 St., 
New York 32; 30 cents.) 


All About the Bible, by Sydney Collett. 
(Fleming H. Revell a 816 Third Ave., 
Westwood, N. J., $2.50.) 

Our Sixty-Six Sacred Books, or How the 
Bible Was Made, by Edwin W. Rice. (Amer- 
ican Sunday- School Union, 1816 Chestnut 
8t., Philadelphia 3; $1.) 


The Ancestry of Our English Bible, by Ira 
W. Price. (Harper & Bros., 49 East 33 St., 
New York 16; $4.) 


How We Got Our Bible, by W. H. Griffith 
Thomas. (Moody Press, 820 N, La Salle St., 
Chicago 10; 25 cents.) 

Some of these books could well be 
made a permanent part of your young 
people’s library for the reference of 
your members. 


se 


While knowing about the Bible is ex— 


cellent and important, your members 
will never reach the place. of feeling 
that “this is my Bible,” until they read 
it and study it for themselves. It must 
Speak; not merely to your group, or to 
your church, or to Christians as a 
whole; it must speak to each individual 
if it is to be his or her Bible. It is the 
daily Morning Watch that God often 
uses to speak to the individual through 
His Word. Hence the important place 


‘given in the Christian Endeavor move- 


ment to the daily reading of and med- 
itation upon the Scriptures. You will 


‘want to mention to your members some 


of the excellent helps that are available 
for reading through the Bible, either 
once a year or through a longer period, 
or by means of a carefully arranged 
Plan so that haphazard reading may 
be avoided. Anne these plans are: 


Moody Bible Reading Calendar, prepared 
by the Moody Bible Institute, 820 N. La 
Salle St., Chicago 10. It may be had for 
75 cents a hundred, or $7 a thousand. 


Annual Bible Reading Calendar, prepared 
by the Million Testaments Campaigns, 1505 
Race St., Philadelphia 2. It may be had for 
5 cents each, or 50 cents a dozen. 

The Bible in a Year, available from The 
American Tract Society, 513 West 166 St., 
New York 32; 80 cents a hundred. 


. You will also want to call attention 
to the value of serious Bible study at 


the Bible is different from any other. 
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Ask for SAMPLES OF NEW TRACTS 


Just send 10c and receive generous sample of many types of world-famous Good News 
Tracts. Send 10c to Good News Publishers, Westchester 3, Illinois. 
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Take the Guesswork Out of Missionary Giving 


Do you know if all your missionaries 
are faithful: to the Word of God? 
You can be sure—if they’re Cente 
Presbyterians! 
send out preaches THE gospel ‘of 
Christ: blood-bought redemption for 
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oy oe o Learn 


life and the next. The B sions by 


Committee on Missions, 








Graph Bible characters. 
full COLOR, large size. 
13 colorful 


into compact roll. 





STORY-O-GRAPHS P.O. 


-FLANNELGRAPHS from GENESIS to REVELATION 


Make your talks dynamic, your teaching easier with Story-O- 


Vis-U-Fold—Aluminum Telescopic Tripod and fabric board folds 


Write for FREE folder and on list to 


REALISTIC, LIFE-LIKE DRAWINGS, 
hand painted backgrounds 





BOX 145M, Dept. T Pasadena, California 
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crying 


Rev. Jacob Peltz 


Centers of Christian Witness Sorely Needed in Israel 


To encourage the growth of Israel’s indigenous church, buildings are 
necessary. According to our missionary leader im Palestine, property 
be acquired in strategic centers—Jerusalem, Haifa, Tel Aviv, 
etc.—where Hebrew Christian congregations can worship and meet for 
fellowship and Bible study, and to which the unconverted may be 
invited. 
Our representatives also plead for the establishment of Homes, one 
for the aged, another for children, orphans, and half-orphans. These 
needs are foremost in our prayers. Will you make them so in 
yours and help toward a triumphant fulfillment? 


Please send your gift to: 


THE INTERNATIONAL HEBREW CHRISTIAN ALLIANCE 


U.S.A. 
5630-T North Campbell Avenue, Chicago 45, Illinois 


Rev. Jacob Peltz, Ph.B., B.D., Secretary 


Canada 
91-T Bellevue Avenue, Toronto, Ontario 
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message of sovereign grace dear to 
Presbyterians. 
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VOICE 
OF 
TANGIER 


The Voice of Tangier penetrates deep into Russia and 
the Satellite countries. Write for “Broadcast to 
Russia” plen. 
PAUL E. FREED, President 
Voice of Tangier 
354 Main Street, Chatham, New Jersey 


CHRISTIANS: “Let your light shine” by sending beau- 
tiful Scripture Everyday Greeting cards—Complete 
line; also Notes, Stationery. aig sent. Useful 
ifts to missionaries—Rest Homes. Prov. 17:17—"A 

iend loveth at all times.” 

THE PURPLE PANSY 
P. O. Box 115, Port Jefferson, L.1.,.N.Y. 
“A handicapped Shut-in”’ 


TO THE NEW BABY’S MOTHER 


Attractive greeting booklet with an appealing message cen- 
tered on the new baby. Have a real ministry sending this 
booklet to new mothers in your local hospital. Brings the 
Gospel plainly. - With mailing envelope, 10c 

At your Christian Bookstore, or 
BIBLE & GIFT SHOP 
146 Second Ave. S. Wisconsin Rapids, Wis. 


~ Reaching Russia 


with the Gospel 
Missionary Radio Station 
Tangier, Morocco 
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HOW to RAISE MONEY 
FOR YOUR 


Sell the “Sunshine Line” in 
your community.  Christ- 
honoring Cards, Stationery, 
Gift Wrappings, Egermeier’s 
Mmm Bible Story Books, Pictures, 
I, Plaques, etc. The best in 
/ religious supplies and gifts 
/ —at attractive prices. 

Simple, easy plan. No ex- 
perience needed. Classes, 
~ groups, societies and _ indi- 
lta viduals can make good 
money quickly. Old, reliable 
Christian firm, eager to 
help you. Write today for 

BH} free catalog. 


























‘TRIUMPHANT ART PUBLISHERS “ae 
ANDERSON, IND., or SAN JOSE, CALIF. 


THE JEWS 
ARE OUR 
CONCERN 


hen Jesus said, ‘‘inasmuch as ye did it not unto 

one of the least of these my brethren, ye did it 

.,, not unto me,” He was affirming God's covenant 

with Abraham and his seed, the Jewish nation — 

“! will bless them that bless thee, and curse him 

that curseth thee.” Here is both group and individual 
accountability for our attitude toward the Jew. 


God has not forgotten His covenant people, and 
the Lord Jesus Christ warns us against neglecting 
them in their deep need. 


Our Mission can be your channel of love and mercy 
to thousands of Jews in spiritual and material need 
in this and other lands. We invite you to share with 
us in this cause so close to our Lord’s heart. 


Write for a free copy of our 
bimonthly, THE EVERLASTING 
NATION with its most informative 
articles and reports of world 
Jewry. To new subscribers we 
shall send a two years’ subscrip- 
tion for the price of one year 
($1 per year). 








Or. Jacob Gartenhaus, President . ; 
Dr. Robert G. Lee, Chairman Advisory Bo 
world-renowned ministet and author. 


BJM 


ard, 


INTERNATIONAL BOARD OF 


JEWISH MISSIONS, INC 
Box 1256 Atlanta 1, Ga 
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some nearby Bible school, or in a 
teacher training class, or in a Bible 
study group in your own church. If 
none of these is now available, why 
not consider having a week-night Bible 
study class for your members, conducted 
by your pastor or some other competent 
teacher. There are also excellent Bible 
study correspondence courses by which 
individuals or a group in your young 
people’s society may study at home. 
The Moody Bible Institute, 820 N. La 
Salle St., Chicago 10, or the Bible In- 
stitute of Los Angeles, 558 S. Hope St., 
Los Angeles 13, Calif., or the American 
Prophetic League, Box 41-198, Los 
Angeles 41, Calif., will be glad to send 
you information about their corre- 
spondence courses. 


se 


But whether your study of God’s 
Word is carried out in the privacy of 
your own room, or in a small group, or 
in a large class, there are seven prin- 
ciples that you will find worth keep- 
ing in mind if you would bring to light 
the treasures of God’s Word for the 
enrichment of your own soul and_ to 
share with others. The Bible should 
be studied: 

, 1. For its personal application. 
“Sanctify them through thy truth; thy 
word is truth” (John 17:17). 

2. Reverently. “Search the scrip- 
tures; for . .. these are they which 
testify of me” (John 5:39). 

3. Prayerfully.. “Open thou mine eyes 
that I may behold wondrous things out 
of thy law” (Psa. 119: 18). 

4. Dependently. “The natural man 
receiveth not the things of the Spirit 
of God; for they are foolishness unto 
him; neither can he know them, be- 
cause they are spiritually discerned” 
(1 Cor. 2:14). 

5. Humbly. “If any man think that 
he knoweth any thing, he knoweth 
nothing yet as he ought to know” (1 
Cor. 8:2). 

6. Obediently. “If any man‘ will do 
his will, he shall know of the doctrine 
[teaching] whether it be of God” (John 
17:17). 

7. In order to discern the Lord Jesus, 
“Search the scriptures; for ... these are 
they which testify of me” (John 5:39), 
and “Beginning at Moses and all the 
prophets, he expounded unto them in 
all the scriptures the things concerning 
himself” (Luke 24:27). 
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Nuggets for Your 
Temperance Teaching 
By Helen G. H. Estelle 


Honorary President of the New York Woman’s 
Christian Temperance Union 

Local Option in Chicago.—At a recent 
city election, residents of the Eighth 
Ward, Chicago, voted 2 to 1 to prohibit 
the sale of liquor in that area, said to be 
the largest geographic area in the city. 
The result was 2,237 voting dry to 1,040 
voting to continue the sale of liquor. 





This vote will close the sixteen taverns — 
that operated in that section. 


There is a new awareness on the part 
of the American public regarding the 
dangers of beverage alcohol. The jour- 
nals of today bring to the reading pub- 
lic a steady stream of material pre- 
pared by doctors, business managers, 
social workers, and educators, as well 
as ministers, on the problems created 
by those who drink. This should en.- ° 
courage churches and Sunday schools 
to give more definite teachings on the 
value of abstinence. 


Lobbyists for the liquor traffic have 
been successful in persuading Congress 
that liquor taxes are vital to US. fi- 
nancing. Too many lawmakers think of 
alcohol as a source of revenue and not 
as a menace to public health and safety, 
It is time that our Congressmen stopped 
treating the liquor traffic as a sacred . 
cow, and enacted legislation to protect 
the public from this growing threat to 
our civilization. 


More than thirty states will observe 
a week in April as Youth Temperance 
Education Week—April 12 to 19. Pro- 
nouncements for the observance came 
from the governors at the request 
of the Woman’s Christian Temperance 
Union of the states. Schools, churches, 
and all groups interested in youth are 
invited to share in the observance by 
the use of films, talks, oratorical con- 
tests, and by methods. best suited to 
the community to teach the need of 
sobriety. : 


We’re all involved in the problem of . 


drink. The solution lies first in edu- 
cation to pave the way for legislation. 
Industrial management and general bus- 
iness have a part to play in the solution. © 
The church must place abstinence at 
the very heart of its pattern of moral 
living, even though some, of the older 
members will not recognize this as a 
need to protect the newer citizens. That 
very wise and godly woman, Frances 
Willard, laid out a logical plan nearly 
eighty-five years ago. She said: “It 
would be like dynamite under the sa- 
loon if, just where he is, the minister” 
will begin active work against it; if, 
just where he is, the teacher will in- 
struct his pupils; if, just where he is, 
the voter will dedicate his ballot to the 
movement, and so on through the shin- 
ing ranks of the great powers that 
make for righteousness—from father 
and mother to kindergarten toddler— 
if each will this day do what he can, 
just where he is.” Her statement em- 
bodies that golden text, “To obey is 
better than sacrifice.” If facts are pre- 
sented we believe that youth will make 
the right decision, and will “do, and be 
obedient” (Exod 24:7). 

The pupils in your Sunday school 
class this day will be the adults of to- 
morrow. They are coming into respon- 
sibility at the most critical period of 
modern history. They will be faced, 
as was Saul, with a task that calls for 
superhuman effort and efficiency. They 
must not risk their future or that of 


America by being lured into the drink 
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habit by the poor examples of their 
elders, temptation from fellow youths, 
or by the deceptive advertisements of 
the beverage interests. 

A southern official feels that a whole 
new program of education on the alco- 
hol question is needed. He says: “I 
had always believed that every man 
bad a right to drink if he wanted to, 
and it was nobody’s business. Now my 
work as sheriff has convinced me that 
it is somebody’s business. It is every 
titizen’s solemn duty to prevent his 
neighbor from getting anything that 
will ruin him.” We _ have legislation 
against sale of firearms, narcotics, and 
drugs that would destroy people. Yet 
dur government licenses the sale of 
liquor, which destroys mind and body. 


Billy Graham’s Stand.—TI stand with 
the Bible. To be true to our convictions 
any true minister must make bold to 
declare what the Word of God says 
about this social evil [intemperance]. 
Any sin that can keep men from in- 
heriting the Kingdom of God, I must 
denounce and decry. The Bible says, 
‘Nor drunkards . . . Shall inherit the 
kingdom of God” (1 Cor. 6:10). 
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“Let God Be True” 
(Continued from page 259) 


not mean what He said, why did not 
Jesus say what He meant?” 

The following claim, made by C. T. 
Russell, may come as a shock to the 
teader: “If the six ‘Studies in the Scrip- 
tures’ are practically the Bible, topically 
arranged, with Bible proof text given, 
we might not improperly name the 
volumes ‘The Bible in an Arranged 
Form, that is to say, they are not 
Merely comments on the Bible, but 
they are practically the Bible itself. 

“Furthermore, not only do we find 
that people cannot see the divine plan 
in studying the Bible by itself, but we 
see also that if anyone lays the ‘Studies 
in the Scriptures’ aside, even after he 
has used them and after he has become 
familiar with them, after he has read 
them for ten years—if he then lays 
them aside and ignores them and goes 
fo the Bible alone, though he has un- 
derstood his Bible for ten years, our 
experience shows that within two years 
he goes into darkness. On the other 
hand, if he had merely read the ‘Stud- 
les in the Seriptures’ with the reference 
and had not read a page of the Bible, 
a such he would be in the light at the 
end of the two years because he would 
have the light of the Scriptures.” This 
appallingly blasphemous claim  ap- 
peared in the publication The Watch 
Tower, issue of September 15, 1910. 
These denials, direct and indirect, of 
















the authority and reliability of the 
Statements of Scripture obviously imply 
4 serious failure or flaw in Bible au- 
thorship. Arid yet they say, “Let God 
be true.” We shall move onyto con- 
sider the third serious error propounded 
this movement. 
(To be continued) 
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For Family Worship 
‘By Ernest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 





ae A Bible Readings on the International 
— issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 


April 13 to 19 


Mon., Apr. 13.—1 Sam. 15:1-9. 
Saul Disobeys God. 
PRAYER SuGGESTIONS: “Hearken thou 
unto the voice of the words of the 
Lord.” Saul’s obedience was incom- 
plete. He listened to what God said 
about his duty, and then followed his 
personal preferences. Obedience is the 
duty of all Christians but many are 
partial in the matter of obeying the 
commandments of God. Conform to 
the entire will of God. The obedience 
of Christ and of the apostles is your 
pattern. “To obey is better than sac- 
rifice, and to hearken than the fat of 
rams” (1 Sam. 15:22). Pray that your 
obedience may be always full and com- 
plete (see 2 Cor. 10:6). 


Tues., Apr. 14—1 Sam. 15;13-23. 
Samuel Rebukes Saul. 
PRAYER SuGGESTIONS: “Wherefore then 
didst thou not obey the voice of the 
Lord?” Make it your primary concern 
to be in full subjection to all the will 
of God. Let God have full authority 
over you, or you will serve the Devil’s 
pleasure more than God’s. Let. the 
Lord’s commandments be a “must” in 
your life. Apostles did so. They said, 
“We ought to obey God rather than 
men” (Acts 5:29). Obedience is the 
major manifestation of faith (Rom. 1: 
5; Jas. 2:17-26). Pray for joyful im- 
mediate obedience to all the known 
will of God. 
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Has God 
rejected 


the Jews 
“>? 


Age-old prejudice lingers on in Chris- 
tian thinking. Whatever Israel's suffer- 
. ing “has been through the centuries, 
God still loves the individual Jew, for 
whom Christ died, just as He did for 
you and me. 


Jews can be won to Christ. This our 
more than 25 missionaries are proving 
daily as they preach the Gospel in Eu- 
rope, Israel, India and in the Americas. 








in many countries anti-semitism still 
creates desperate problems for Jews. 
Our ministry of love in action stands be- 
tween many of them and utter despair. 


Think on these things, and remember 
this ministry of Christiam witness and 
practical help as God may lead you. 





Sample copy of ISRAEL, MY 
GLORY, outstanding missionary 
publication, sent free to all who 
love the Lord and His cause. 


THE FRIENDS OF ISRAEL 


Missionary and Relief Society, Inc. 

Rev. Victor Buksb General S tary 
330S Witherspoon Bidg., Philadelphia 7, Pa. 
Canada: Rev. Bruce Millar 
1066 Avenue Road, Toronto 12, Ontario 











“| made a HAPPY DECISION— 


the day I decided to invest 
, ina PBBC “No-Risk” Annuity’ 


1 didn’t have a large sum to invest, but it represented a lot of saving and 
1 wanted to get the most out of my investment. | made a lot of inquiries, 
got a lot of advice, compared the different kinds of investments. Then ! 


tington Bible College Annuity. And 








decided tc invest in a P 
here’s why | call it a happy decision — 





A PBBC ANNUITY GIVES 


@ A generous income — based on 
your age and the amount you invest — 
a better return than many other types 
of investment. 

@ A guaranteed income — an unfluc- 
tuating income paid at regular intervals 
for the rest of your life. 

@ A life-time income — your PBBC 
Annuity returns keep coming in as long 
as you live. 

@ A tax-exempt income — not all, but 
a large portion of the income from your 
PBBC Annuity is tax-exempt. 





Dr. Howard W. Ferrin, Presideat 














PROVIDENCE - BARRINGTON BIBLE COLLEGE 


@ Asatisfying income — because you 
know your investment is not only bene- 
fiting you, but helping Christian young 
people to prepare for. Christian service 
at Providence-Barrington. 


Make your own happy decision. Please 

write for more information about a 

PBBC “‘No-Ris®” Annuity. 

Dr. Howard W. Ferrin >, 
Providence- Barrington Bible College 


100 State Stre 
Providenc@ Rhode island Dept. S 


Name 
Addr 
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Wed., Apr. 15.—1 Sam. 15:24-31. 
Se Saul Asks Pardon 


PRAYER SucceEstions: “Pardon my sin” 

Saul was more occupied. with the 

Prophet Samuel than’ with God against 

WORLD MISSION whom he had trespassed and trang. 

gressed. He asked Samuel, not God, to 

forgive his sin. Saul’s sins co 

like those of a criminal just before 

execution, dia not change his sad situa. 

tion. Saul’s honor and glory: sank with. 

his disobedience. “There is a sin unto 

death” (1 John 5:16, 17). Every Chris. 

TULL LA tian must ..ave a supreme test of de- 

‘votion to God. Remember the obedi- 

ence of your Lord; recall that of Job, 

Abraham, and Paul. Pray, “Teach me 
to do Thy will.” 


Thurs., Apr. 16.—1 Sam. 31:1-6. 
Saul’s Tragic End. 
PRAYER SvuGGEsTIONS: “Saul took a 
sword, and fell upon it.” Saul ended 
his course of sin by suicide. He wick- 
edly forsook God by forsaking God’s 
will, and so God left him in the crisis 
hours of his hfe. It is a fearful and 
“eet ae te. awful thing to ‘all into the hands of 
Our century has been an age of missionary martyrs and mis criss, Saclioc  Guneuh sa 
sionary miracles. Yet even a cursory review of the world situa- do well to check up on their behavior. 
. : ° °c. ° a Their life and destiny are at stake. It 
tion shows us that we are face to face with a crisis in missions. ."5 tearful thing to fall into the hands 
These are the facts: of an angry God (note Psa. 7:11; Rom. 
2:9). Pray against every form of dis- 
ga Atheistic Communism is cutting off country obedience to your Lord. 
after country from contact with the Gospel. Fri, Apr. 17—2 Sam. 1:17-27. 
World population is increasing at a fantas- pcseergtiwes 
< : pene PraYER Succestions: “David lamented 
tic rate. Every day the ratio of non-Christian to with this lamentation over Saul and 
aseti ° * over Jonathan his son.” David’s heart 
Chistian population increases. : Sp amaionnd ter tle song 00 deena 
@% The colonial world—once the site of major the death of King Saul and Jonathan. 
weit ° ° ° ° Note the inward beauty of God’s chosen 
missionary effort—is fast disappearing. Nation- king.. Learn to “weep with theg thal 
alism is creating new patterns for missionary. weep,” and how to add comfort to those 
aie ; , who have been blistered by tragedy. 
activity. Pray for a ténder heart and deeper 


@% = Thousands continue to die daily; and, hav-  su™pathy with all that mourn. 
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2 F e e Sat., Apr. 18.—Isa. 1:11-20. 

ing lived in an age of communication wonders, Sacrifices God Rejects. 
many die without ever having heard the name _ prayer Succestions: “Bring no more 
of Christ ! vain oblations; incense is an abomina- 


EFS . 4 fs tion unto me.” Religiousness without 

These facts indicate plainly that we cannot ‘continue to rely righteousness is an offense to God. mi. 

° EA such sinners He says: “What hast thou 

exclusively upon missionary methods of the past. Not only must 12s, to declare my statutes . . seeing 

we enlist more missionaries, but we must employ new methods , thou hatest instruction, . and content. i 

. words behind thee” (Psa. 50:16, . 

to reach more people with the Gospel. Chatation!  Séans “ahedinunes. 46: ee 

° ° your best sacrifice. Sinner! Offer the 

The Pocket Testament League is today using every resource at one meritorious sacrifice to God, that 

its command to meet the crisis in world missions. Through mass °f y= Beea paged ae gone og ~~ 
evangelization and free Scripture distribution it is daily reach- that you may walk in the light. 

ing thousands with the Gospel. It is imperative that this large- Sun. Apr. ee Oe ae 

e . ° + e ices ccep f 
scale Scripture distribution continue and expand. You canhelp — 5. Succestions: “The ‘sacrifices 


meet the world mission crisis by giving your active support to of God are a broken spirit: a broken 
and a contrite heart, O God, thou wilt 


the Pocket Testament League. Write and contrite heart, © God, thee c= 
i i heart f He accasks 6 

Alfred A. Kunz, International Director, thoes cuiient hn “worship him ia 

Pocket Testament League, aerit eons ter eae SE 

d, N J fice God is well pleased. To love the 

2? Monod Strest Englewoo Racnscinataensep ye ia Lord is rhore than all sacrifices (Mark 


12:33). Pray that your words and deeds 


may be such as God will accept (see 
Psa. 19:14). ees 










